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I. Welcome and Agenda Preview

II. Workforce Shortages Discussion

III. Florida’s Economic Outlook

IV. Legislative Session Updates

V. Q&A

VI. Florida Chamber Updates

March 30– Small Business Council Agenda
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DEO “Return to Work” Initiative

• On May 12, DEO Secretary Eagle, business 

owners and industry leaders announced Florida’s 

Return to Work initiative. 

• With 461,900 open jobs in Florida, work search 

requirements will be reinstated June 1.

Above: DEO Executive Director Dane Eagle

Right: FCC Foundation Economist Dr. Jerry Parrish



A Return to Normal Requires a Return to Work

Florida Chamber of Commerce President and 

CEO, Mark Wilson said, “The decision to end 

Florida’s participation in the FPUC program is 

essential to keeping Florida’s economic momentum 

going that Governor DeSantis has had such a big role 

in creating. Florida currently has more than 450,000 

jobs available throughout the state. This single action 

will help fill thousands of these vacancies and aid in 
ending the worker shortage throughout the state.
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www.theFloridaScorecard.org

Retired COVID-19 tiles

New Economic Data Tracker 

available for embedding in 

websites

Direct link to Florida Gap Map
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76,900 jobs 

recovered in first 

four months of 2021



Job Loss by Category:  February 2020 to April 2021

Industry
Job Change

(000)

Percent of 

Industry

Total – All Industries -503.2 -5.5%

Leisure & Hospitality -267.1 -20.9

Trade, Transportation

& Utilities
-63.2 -3.5%

Education & Health Services -42.3 -3.1%

Professional & Business 

Services
-23.1 -1.6%

Information -9.3 -6.7%

Construction -8.9 -1.5%

Manufacturing -8.3 -2.1%

Financial Activities -1.7 -0.3%



Data Source:  Florida Department of Economic Opportunity

Job Changes

February 2020 – April 2021

Florida:  -503,200

30 Florida counties have more jobs than in February 2020

37 Florida counties have less jobs than they did in February 2020
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Senator Jim Boyd

•Senate District 21- Hillsborough & Manatee Counties

•Business Owner- Insurance Industry

•Chair, Senate Banking & Insurance Committee

•Sponsored SB 76- Property Insurance Reform

•Florida Chamber Distinguished Advocate in 2013, 2016, 
2017 & 2021

•Lifetime “A” Grade on Florida Chamber Report Card

14
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Florida Business Agenda: 2021 Session Update



By the Numbers (as of May 10):

• Committee Weeks (January 11 – February 19)

• Session (March 2 – April 30)

• 160 Legislators

• House- R: 78 (+5), D: 42 (-5)

• Senate- R: 24 (+1), D: 16 (-1)

• $101.5B State Budget ($2.74B COVID Gap)  ($10.2B Federal Support TBD)

• Bills Filed/Passed: 3,096

• FBA Bills Passed 22

• Anti-Business Bills Defeated 18

• Bills Signed by Governor: 26

• FBA Bills Signed by Governor 6

• Florida Chamber testified 123 times

• Sent 167 Your Vote Matters Letters 

• 4,931 Votes Scored

• 265 Florida Chamber meetings with legislators

2021 Session by the Numbers
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Pre-Session Priorities

Specific for 2021:

1. COVID-19 liability protections for businesses

2. COVID-19 liability protections for HC entities

3. Major Lawsuit Abuse Reform

4. Main Street Fairness/Online Sales Tax Reform

5. Property Insurance Reform

6. Mitigate Unemployment Tax Increases

7. Business Rent Tax

8. Infrastructure Investments

9. Talent/Workforce Development

Every Session:



Top Priority = 1st Bill of 2021 Signed

COVID-19 Liability Protections
• Businesses
• Healthcare Providers

SB 72 signed into law March 29, 2021. 



Second Priority = 2nd Bill of 2021 Signed

SB 50

• Online Sales Tax Reform

• $713 Million Unemployment Trust 

Increased Stopped

• FL-Only Business Rent Tax Reductions 



Talent and Workforce Development for More Prosperous Tomorrow

✓ HB 419: Early Learning and Early Grade Success
• Representative Erin Grall and Senator Gayle Harrell 

✓ HB 7011: Student Literacy
• Representative Vance Aloupis and Senator Ana Maria Rodriguez 

✓ HB 7045: School Choice
• Representative Randy Fine and Senator Manny Diaz

✓ SB 366: Apprenticeship and Pre-Apprenticeship Training
• Senator Travis Hutson and Representative Joe Harding

✓ HB 1349: Economic Self-Sufficiency 
• Representative Vance Aloupis and Senator Keith Perry



Long-Term Infrastructure Investments for Growing State

✓ SB 1954: Flooding and Sea-level Rise Resilience
• Senator Ray Rodrigues and Representative Demi Busatta Cabrera 

✓ HB 1289: Autonomous Vehicles
• Representative Fiona McFarland and Senator Jeff Brandes

✓ SB 2516: Water Storage North of Lake Okeechobee
• Senator Jason Brodeur and Appropriations Committee 

✓ HB 839: State Preemption of Energy Infrastructure Regulation
• Representative Tom Fabricio and Senator Travis Hutson

✓ Budget Wins
• Transportation 

• Water / Environment 

• Resiliency 

• Workforce Housing 



Bettering FL’s Business Climate

✓ SB 76: Property Insurance Reform
• Senator Jim Boyd and Representative Bob Rommel

✓ SB 88: Right-to-Farm
• Senator Jason Brodeur and Representative Jayer Williamson 

✓ SB 1890: Constitutional Amendment Reform
• Senator Ray Rodrigues and Representative Bobby Payne

✓ HB 7061: Tax Package
• Representative Bobby Payne and Senator Ana Maria Rodriguez 



Anti-Biz Bills Defeated

• 18 Bills Defeated

Examples: 

x Data Privacy Private Right of Action

x Employer Mandates

x Tax Increases

x Full M-CORES Repeal

x Preemptions Repealer Bills



Unfinished Business for 2022

VISIT FL Sunset Repeal

Lawsuit Abuse Reform

Paycheck Protection

Pension Reform

QTI

And more…



Largest Budget in State History

$101.5 Billion

$6.7 Billion of $10.2 Billion in Federal Funds

Annual Budget Highlights:
• $9.2B – FDOT 
• $209M – Workforce Housing 

• $146.7M – SHIP
• $62.5M – SAIL

• $50M – Visit Florida 
• $18.5M – Space FL 
• $14.4M – EFI Operating 
• $36M Reemployment Modernization 

Federal Funding Highlights:
• $2B – FDOT
• $500M – Septic to Sewer
• $500M – Resiliency
• $350M – Budget Stabilization Fund
• $250M – Sea Ports
• $125M – Speaker’s “New Worlds Lit Program”
• $100M – Piney Pointe
• $50M – Job Growth Grant Fund 
• $25M – Visit Florida 
• $1k Bonuses for Front Line Workers
• $13/hr. Minimum Wage Raise for State Workers
• $56.4M Reemployment Modernization 

*Current cash reserves ≈ $6B  



Tax Package

House Bill (HB 7061) 

• $196 Million

• Back to School Sales Tax Holiday (10 Days- July 

31- August 9, 2021)

• Disaster Preparedness Sales Tax Holiday (8 Days-

May 28- June 6, 2021)

• “Freedom” Sales Tax Holiday (7 Days- July 1-July 

7, 2021)

• Data Centers Sunset Extended to 2027

• No QTI

• No TDT



Other Issues You’ll Be Hearing About…

Elections Bill

SB 90 Signed by Governor 5/6/21

Vaccine Passports

EO 21-81 (signed 4/2/21) 

SB 2006 Signed by Governor 5/3/21

Transgender / NIL Bill

SB 1028 Passed 4/28/21

Anti-Riot Bill

HB 1 Signed by Governor 4/19/21

Unemployment / Work Waiver Extension

EO 21-94 Expires May 29

Social Media Deplatforming

SB 7072 Passed 4/29/21
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Online, On-Demand Safety 
Trainings Now Available!

FLChamberSafety.PureSafety.com

More than 1,400 trainings in 
17 different languages…

• Hazard Communication
• Fall Protection
• Active Shooter
• Accident Investigation
• OSHA
• And much more!



“Florida Chamber launches statewide political committee – The 

Florida Chamber of Commerce launched a new committee to 

unite its political efforts under one roof…The new committee is 

aimed at advancing the interests of all businesses at the state 

level and will unite businesses...” 

Contact Nick Catroppo - ncatroppo@flchamber.com

https://floridapolitics.com/archives/315305-chamber-forecasts-strong-florida-economy-in-2020
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Contact Andrew Wiggins- awiggins@flchamber.com



Presented by: Presented by:

Presented by:

Date: August 5, 021Date: May 26, 2021

Date: October 27-28, 2021

Presented by:

Date: June 15, 2021

www.flchamber.com/events



Next Small Business Council Meeting
Tuesday, August 24
8:30 – 9:15 a.m. (EDT)


