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II. Updated Local Chamber 

Survey Results 
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Does your Chamber 

support the Florida 

Chamberôs efforts for to 

provide COVID-19 liability 

protection to businesses 

that have made efforts to 

follow state and federal 

health guidelines? 

Local Chamber Survey Results
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60% 2% 38%Florida is 1 of only 2 

states that do not collect 

sales tax on online 

purchases. Does your 

Chamber stand with the 

Florida Chamberôs efforts 

for Florida to collect this 

sales tax? 

Local Chamber Survey Results
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55% 9% 35%Is your Chamber interested in 

learning more about being  

your countyôs prosperity host 

for our Prosperity Florida 

Initiative, which seeks to cut 

childhood poverty in half by 

2030?

Local Chamber Survey Results



3rd Graders Not Reading 

at Grade Level - 2019

91,066 3rd graders not reading at grade 

level

Data Source:  Florida Department of Education

Counties with most 3rd graders not reading at grade 

level

1. Miami-Dade 10,468

2. Hillsborough 8,525

3. Broward 8,070

4. Orange 7,445

5. Palm Beach 6,872



Closing Floridaôs Equity Gaps:

Zip Code Analysis of Childhood Poverty

There are 870,505 kids 

in Florida living in Poverty

HALF (over 450,000) of children in 

poverty live in just 150 (15%) of 

Floridaôs 983 Zip Codes

Data Source:  U.S. Census, American Community Survey



theFloridaGapMap.org

Under-18 Poverty numbers and 
ǊŀǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ фуо ƻŦ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΩǎ ½ƛǇ 

Codes

3rd-grade reading scores for 
every Public School in Florida

List of schools by County, their 
3rd grade reading scores, and 
number of kids not reading at 

grade level

Duval County 3rd Grade Reading



theFloridaGapMap.org

Under-18 Poverty numbers and 
ǊŀǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ фуо ƻŦ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΩǎ ½ƛǇ 

Codes

3rd-grade reading scores for 
every Public School in Florida

List of schools by County, their 
3rd grade reading scores, and 
number of kids not reading at 

grade level

Duval County Childhood Poverty



III. Presidentôs Report



Tiffany Esposito, President & CEO ïSWFL Inc.

40 Under 40 Emerging Leaders Shaping the Chamber Industry

Tim Giuliani, CEO ïOrlando Economic Partnership

Chairmanôs Award

Eric Godet, President & CEO ïGreater Gainesville Chamber

Elected to ACCE Board of Directors

Florida Local Chamber Recognition



97% of Florida Chamber-Backed Candidates 
won in the 2020 Elections

Florida Senate ï12 of 12 

Florida House ï74 of 77

107 of 112 Chamber Backed Candidates Won in 2020



Governor

Ron DeSantis
ð

Sample of Florida Chamber Positive Issue Ads

Nick Catroppo
ð

Vice President, Political Affairs

ncatroppo@flchamber.com



5,169,012
(35.79%)

5,303,254
(36.72%)

3,969,603
(27.49%)

Republican Democratic NPA/Other

Total: 14,441,869

Florida Registration  
(2020 general election bookclosing)

4,550,311
(35.37%)

4,877,749
(37.92%)

3,435,713
(26.71%)

Republican Democratic NPA/Other

Florida Registration  
(2016 general election bookclosing)

Total: 12,863,773

Dem 

+134,242

Dem 

+327,438

Floridaôs Growing Electorate

Floridaôs total voter registration for the 2020 

general election was 14,441,869, an increase 

of 1,578,096 registered voters from four years 

earlier.

Republican: +618,701

NPA/Other: +533,890

Democratic: +425,505



Florida Voter Turnout

77.2% of all registered voters in Florida cast ballots in the 2020 

general election. 

70.1

74.2

75.2

71.5

74.5

77.2

2000 2004 2008 2012 2016 2020

Florida Turnout % of Registered Voters in Presidential elections, 2000-2020 

Highest Turnout 

Since 1992



Record Voter Participation in Florida

A total of 11,144,855 Floridians cast a ballot 

in the 2020 general election, (+1,564,366 

over 2016)

2732075
(28.52%)

3874929
(40.45%)

2973485
(31.03%)

Vote-by-Mail Early In-Person Election Day

Votes Cast by Method, 2016 General Election

4855677
(43.57%)

4332221
(38.87%)

1956957
(17.56%)

Vote-by-Mail Early In-Person Election Day

Votes Cast by Method, 2020 General Election



Voting Methods Become Polarized by Party
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Election Day
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Vote-by-Mail

2016 Turnout Share by Party and Method of Vote

Republican Democratic NPA/Other
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31.0%

Election Day

Early In-Person

Vote-by-Mail

2020 Turnout Share by Party and Method of Vote

Republican Democratic NPA/Other



New Floridians Drive Record Turnout

Nearly one-fifth of Vote-by-Mail and Early votes cast in the 2020 general election came from new 

voters

Voters casting ballots 

who registered to vote

after Nov. 8, 2016: 

1,677,110*
(*VBM and Early Votes Only, 

Pending DOE 

Voter File Update on Election 

Day Turnout)

965735
(57.58%)

178829
(10.66%)

310311
(18.50%) 222235

(13.25%)

White Black Hispanic Other/Unknown

New Voters Voting in 2020 by Race/Ethnicity

560,125
(33.40%)

594,491
(35.45%)

522,494
(31.15%)

Republican Democratic NPA/Other

New Voters Voting in 2020 by Party



How it Looked: 2016 v 2020

2016 Florida Presidential Results

Trump (R) ï4,617,886 (49.02%)
Trump (R) +112,911

Clinton (D) ï4,504,975 (47.82%)

Third Party ï297,178 (3.16%)

2020 Florida Presidential Results

Trump (R) ï5,659,590 (51.24%)
Trump (R) +373,476

Biden (D) ï5,286,114 (47.86%)

Third Party ï100,254 (0.91%)

(Third Party -196,924)

Trump 2016 to 

Biden 2020 Counties:

Duval

Pinellas

Seminole



Chris Sprowls becomes Speaker ïHouse 
Republicans Gain 5 Seats 

2020 Florida House Results Map

Seats Changing Party ï2018 to 2020 

Elections

2018 Florida House Elections

73 Republicans, 47 Democrats 

elected

2020 Florida House Elections

78 Republicans, 42 Democrats 

elected



Wilton Simpson Defeats Gary Farmer and 
becomes Senate President ς
Republicans Gain 1 Seat 

2018 Election Florida Senate
23 Republicans, 17 Democrats

2020 Election Florida Senate
24 Republicans, 16 Democrats



Florida Congressional Map (Republicans Pick up 2 Seats)
16 Republicans and 11 Democrats

5 New Members:

FL3 ïKat Cammack (R)

FL15 ïScott Franklin (R)

FL19 ïByron Donalds (R)

Republican Pick-Ups:

FL26 ïCarlos Gimenez

FL27 ïMaria Elvira Salazar

ÅPost Redistricting ïFlorida 

Likely Adds 2 More Seats
27



The 2022 Ballot

1 ïU.S. Senate (Rubio) 

27 ïU.S. House of Representatives

40 ïFlorida State Senate 

(Florida Senate is a 24-16 Republican majority) 

120 ïFlorida State House 

(Florida House is a 78-42 Republican majority)

State Attorney, Public Defender, County Commission, School Board 

5 ïFlorida Supreme Court Justices 

(Canady, Polston, Labarga, Couriel, Grosshans)

Constitutional Amendments? 

Governor, Attorney General, CFO, Commissioner of 

Agriculture 



Amendment 2 & The Impact on 

Florida Businesses



Thank You to These Local Chambers of Commerce 
who Stood with the Florida Chamber Against Amendment 2

Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce

Business Voice of East Central Florida

Chamber of Commerce of the Palm Beaches

Citrus County Chamber of Commerce

Daytona Regional Chamber

Destin Chamber of Commerce

Estero Chamber of Commerce

Greater Boca Raton Chamber of Commerce

Greater Fort Myers Chamber of Commerce

Greater Gainesville Chamber of Commerce

Greater Palm Harbor Chamber of Commerce

Greater Pasco Chamber of Commerce

Greater Sarasota Chamber of Commerce

Greater Winter Haven Chamber of Commerce

Indian River Chamber of Commerce

Islamorada Chamber of Commerce

Jackson County Chamber of Commerce

Lake Nona Regional Chamber of Commerce

Lakeland Chamber of Commerce

Main Street DeFuniak Springs

Manatee Chamber of Commerce

Melbourne Regional Chamber

Miramar Pembroke Pines Regional Chamber of Commerce

Niceville Valparaiso Chamber of Commerce

Northeast Polk Chamber of Commerce

Palm Beach North Chamber of Commerce

South Lake Chamber of Commerce

St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce

Stuart/Martin County Chamber of Commerce

Tampa Bay Beaches Chamber of Commerce

Tavares Chamber of Commerce

Venice Area Chamber of Commerce

Walton Area Chamber of Commerce

West Orange Chamber of Commerce



Election Results

Counties where local chamber 
publicly opposed A2, the 
Amendment performed 4% worse 
than statewide.
ÅAmendment 2 narrowly passed the 60% 
statewide threshold required for passage 
despiteŦŀƛƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ƙƛǘ сл҈ ƛƴ рт ƻŦ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΩǎ ст 
counties. 

ÅIn a majority of Florida counties (35 of 67), 
Amendment 2 failed to earn the support of 
even 50% of voters.



Implementation

Florida Chamber stood up a website 
to help guide employers on 
implementation

Åά[ŜƎƛǎƭŀǘǳǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ǎǘŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜέ 
ςIncoming Senate President Wilton Simpson 



Sign on to Florida Chamber 501(c)(6) Letter Today



Frank 

Walker
ð

Vice President of 

Governmental Affairs

Florida Chamber of 

Commerce

fwalker@flchamber.com 



IV. Federal Lame Duck Update & 
2021 Session Preview



V. Balance of Power 

Outlook in Washington
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U.S. House: Rôs Pick Up 13 Seats In House, But Dôs Retain Majority

2018 Election: 116th Congress 2020 Election: 117th Congress
(2 seats outstanding) 
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U.S. Senate: TBD (all eyes on Georgia)

2018 Election 2020 Election*
(Pending 2 GA Runoffs)
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Unresolved Congressional Issues Ahead of Dec. 18 Adjournment 

Å Annual Appropriations (CR>Omnibus)

Å COVID-19 Relief Package

Å NDAA (National Defense Authorization Act)

Å Tax Extenders
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COVID-19 Relief: Clear as Mud
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VI. 2021 Legislative Session Preview

I. Key Dates

II. Key Players

III. Key Issues
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I. Key Dates

2021 Interim Committee Weeks

ÅMonday, January 11 ïFriday, January 15, 2021

ÅMonday, January 25 ïFriday, January 29, 2021

ÅMonday, February 1 ïFriday, February 5, 2021

ÅMonday, February 8 ïFriday, February 12, 2021

ÅMonday, February 15 ïFriday, February 19, 2021

2021 Legislative Session Dates

Å Session begins Tuesday, March 2, 2021

Å Sine Die (60th Day) Friday April 30, 2021



II. Key Players

Speaker: Chris Sprowls

Speaker pro tempore

Bryan Avila

Majority Leader

Michael Grant

Majority Leader

Debbie Mayfield

President: Wilton Simpson

President pro tempore

Aaron Bean

Senate House



State Metrics

III. Key Issues ïEconomic Recovery



III. Key Issues ïBudget

In August 2020, the Revenue Estimating Conference revised its 
general revenue estimates to show an anticipated loss of $3.4 
billion from pre-pandemic estimates for FY 20-21.



III. Key Issues ïLegal Reform



III. Key Issues ïLegal Reform



III. Key Issues ïE-Fairness

Leveling the playing field for Hometown Main Street Businesses



ÅMinimum Tax Rate: Increasing from 0.10 percent to 0.29 percent 

ÅIn dollars, minimum tax is increasing from $7 to $20.30 per employee

ÅMaximum Tax Rate: Remains at 5.4 percent or $378 per employee 

ÅIncrease in rate is due to non-charge benefits to individual employers and a 

need to replenish the trust fund

Å2021 Maximum Number of Weeks: Increasing from 12 weeks to 19 weeks

ÅIndividual notices to employers going out this month

The Florida Chamber is forming a working group to examine this increase and provide 

recommendations for the 2021 legislative session.  

For more information, contact Carolyn Johnson at cjohnson@flchamber.com. 

III. Key Issues ïState Reemployment Tax Rate & Changes



VII. Additional Local Chamber 

Survey Results 
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Is your chamber office open to outside visitors? 

Local Chamber Survey Results
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Are your employees working onsite or remote?

Local Chamber Survey Results
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25% 69% 6%

Have any of your staff members tested positive for COVID-19?

Local Chamber Survey Results
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When do you believe 

things will get back to 

normal?
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www.flchambersafety.com



VIII. Special Briefing from 

Floridaôs Surgeon General Dr. Scott Rivkees



Exclusive COVID-19 Update for Local Chamber Leaders

With Floridaôs Surgeon General

Mark Wilson

President and CEO

Florida Chamber of Commerce

Dr. Scott Rivkees

Surgeon General

State of Florida



IX. A Look At The Economy & COVID-19
Dr. Jerry Parrish 


