
Welcome to the November 

Florida Chamber Board of 

Governors Virtual Meeting

Next Meeting: January 19, 2021



Floridaôs Path Forward featuring U.S. Senator Rick Scott

November 23, 2020

mwilson@flchamber.com



I. Perspective from Our President & CEO ïMark Wilson

II. Floridaôs Economic Outlook ïDr. Jerry Parrish

III. The Power of Free Enterprise ïCOVID-19: Businesses Uniting        

for Good

IV. From The Front Lines of Our Nationôs Capitol ïU.S. Senator 

Rick Scott

V. Floridaôs 2020 Political Roundup ïNick Catroppo

VI. Q&AïMark Wilson

Todayôs Member Only Briefing

Relaunching Florida, Together



II. Perspective from Our President & CEO 
Mark Wilson ïPresident & CEO Florida Chamber of 

Commerce & Florida Chamber Foundation
mwilson@flchamber.com



Welcome to the Florida Chamber Foundation

Grab 
screenshot on 

9/1

New Foundation Community Development Partner

New Foundation Board of Trustee



Florida Chamber Safety Council Advisory Board



188 Nations / Territories ï14 Million Visitors

Grab 
screenshot on 

9/1



TheFloridaScorecard.org

COVID-19 Data



Current COVID-19 Trends and Outlook



Current COVID-19 Trends and Outlook



Current COVID-19 Trends and Outlook



How Has Florida Responded to COVID-19?

Too Restrictive

Not Restrictive 

Enough
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Just About Right



Florida Chamber Member to Offer First COVID-19 Vaccine 



Mary Mayhew

Former AHCA Secretary

Joe Jacquot

Former General Counsel 

Governor Ron DeSantis
Dr. Scott Rivkees

Florida Surgeon General

Shane Strum

Chief of Staff

Governor Ron DeSantis

Senator Marco Rubio 

U.S. Senate 

Governor Ron DeSantis

Governor of the State of Florida

Dr. Raphael Bostic

Federal Reserve Bank 

of Atlanta 

Andrew Wheeler

Administrator, U.S. EPA

Hosted 40+ Virtual Statewide Meetings with Over 15,000 Business Leaders

Jimmy Patronis

Chief Financial Officer 

of Florida

Senator Rick Scott

U.S. Senate 

Dr. Margaret Kitt

NIOSH Deputy Director

Thaddeus Bullard

Bullard Family Foundation

Michelle Dennard 

CareerSource Florida



Governor

Latest COVID Numbers Reported Daily at:

TheFloridaScoreCard.Org

&

Keep Up with the Latest COVID News

Governor

Weekly Facts Not Fear COVID Newsletter

Å The latest news and analysis on COVID trends

Å Safety Resources from the Florida Chamber Safety Council

Å COVID Legislative News and Updates

Å Florida Business and Free Enterprise at Work during COVID-19

@FlChamber



Since We Met Last

63 speakers over 9 
Hours 

For more information email llichtenberg@flchamber.com

40 speakers over 11 
Hours 

16 speakers over 8 
Hours 



Dr. Jerry Parrish ïChief Economist
jparrish@flchamber.com





III. Floridaôs Economic Outlook
Dr. Jerry Parrish ïChief Economist
jparrish@flchamber.com



www.theFloridaScorecard.org

Unemployment rate drops to 6.5%

659,000 Floridians looking for work

-407,600 jobs year over year

323,900 Open Jobs

Consumer Sentiment Dropped to 

84.4
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Data Source:  U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, seasonally adjusted
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Industry Job Change Percent of Industry

Total ïAll

Industries
-407,600 -4.5%

Leisure & Hospitality -198,500 -15.8%

Professional & Business 

Services
-49,100 -3.5%

Government -39,000 -3.5%

Trade, Transportation

& Utilities
-37,700 -2.1%

Education & Health 

Services
-25,600 -1.9%

Construction -10,500 -1.8%

Manufacturing -5,900 -1.5%

Financial Activities -7,100 -1.2%

Job Loss by Category:  October 2019 to October 2020



Total Government October 2020 October 2019 Change Percent Change

Federal 154,400 143,900 10,500 7.3%

State 253,400 265,200 -11,800 -4.4%

Local 702,000 737,500 -35,500 -4.8%



Total Government October 2020 October 2019 Change Percent Change

Federal 154,400 143,900 10,500 7.3%

State 253,400 265,200 -11,800 -4.4%

State Government 

Education Services
138,000 149,700 -11,700 -7.8%

Local 702,000 737,500 -35,500 -4.8%

Local Government 

Education Services
320,700 365,000 -44,300 -12.1%



Total Government October 2020 October 2019 Change Percent Change

Federal 154,400 143,900 10,500 7.3%

State 253,400 265,200 -11,800 -4.4%

State Government 

Education Services
138,000 149,700 -11,700 -7.8%

State Government 

Excluding Education
115,400 115,500 -100 -0.1%

Local 702,000 737,500 -35,500 -4.8%

Local Government 

Education Services
320,700 365,000 -44,300 -12.1%

Local Government 

Excluding Education
381,300 372,500 8,800 2.4%



Year-over-year Jobs:  

October 2019 to October 2020

Data Source:  Florida Department of Economic Opportunity



County Unemployment Rates 

October 2020

Data Source:  Florida Department of Economic Opportunity



7.25

8.56

10=38% higher

11=52% higher

12=65% higher

13=80% higher

14=93% higher

15= 107% higher
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Florida and U.S. Minimum Wage ςplus proposed increases

US Florida

Florida currently 18.0% 

higher than U.S. 

minimum wage

From $8.56 to $10.00 would 

be another 16.8% increase

Data Source:  Federal Reserve Economic Data (FRED)





IV. From the Front Lines of our Nationôs Capitol

U.S. Senator Rick Scott 



U.S. Senator Rick Scott 



V. Floridaôs 2020 Political Roundup 
Nick Catroppo ïVice President of Political Operations

ncatroppo@flchamber.com



Nick Catroppo
ñ

Vice President of Political Operations

Florida Chamber of Commerce

ncatroppo@flchamber.com



Recap and Analysis of the 
2020 Election 



An A+ Election for Florida Business
Chamber-backed candidates in the 2020 General Election won 97% of 
their races

Senate ς12 of 12 
House ς74 of 77

Election Cycle ς107 of 112 (includes Primary Election)



Governor

Ron DeSantis
ð

FloridaChamber Political Action

Nick Catroppo
ð

Vice President, Political Affairs

ncatroppo@flchamber.com



29%

40%

31%

Vote-By-Mail Early In-Person Election Day

Voting Method of Floridians ς
2016 General Election 

Voting Method of Floridians ς
2020 General Election

11.14 million Total Votes

44%
39%

17%

Vote-By-Mail Early In-Person Election Day

Voting Method of Floridians ς
2016 General Election
9.58 million Total Votes



How it Looked: 2016 v 2020

2016 Florida Presidential Results
Trump (R) ς4,617,886 (49.02%)

Trump (R) +112,911

Clinton (D) ς4,504,975 (47.82%)
Third Party ς297,178 (3.16%)

2020 Florida Presidential Results
Trump (R) ς5,659,590 (51.24%)

Trump (R) +373,476

Biden (D) ς5,286,114 (47.86%)
Third Party ς100,254 (0.91%)

Third Party -196,924

Trump 2016 to 
Biden 2020 Counties:

Duval
Pinellas

Seminole


