
Uniting Business for Good 
Florida’s Changing Economic, Demographic & Political Landscape and Why Business Matters 

 



“Florida is changing. Our economics, our 
demographics and our politics are all 
changing and these changes are both 
opportunities and challenges.” – Mark Wilson 

Download this presentation at www.FloridaChamber.com/NoName 



TheFloridaScorecard.org 

• Florida’s Economy $1 Trillion GDP   
• 17th largest in the world 
• $1M per hour 

 
• 21.4 Million Residents  

• 3rd / 26M by 2030 / approx. 900/day 
• 1.7 million jobs needed 

 
• 126.1 Million Annual Visitors 

 
• 3.3% Unemployment Rate 

• 273,700 jobs looking for people  
• 335,000 people looking for jobs 

  
 



“Keep the Momentum Going” 



Florida’s New Governor & Cabinet 

 Fried won by 6,753 votes 
 Caldwell won 54 Counties 
 Fried won 13 Counties 

 Moody won by 487,620 votes 
 Moody won 59 Counties 
 Shaw won 9 Counties 

 Patronis won by 279,681 votes 
 Patronis won 57 Counties 
 Ring won 10 Counties 

 DeSantis won by 32,463 votes 
 DeSantis won 54 Counties 
 Gillum won 13 Counties 

     Governor            Commissioner of Agriculture             Attorney General        Chief Financial Officer 
Ron DeSantis (R)             Nikki Fried (D)                          Ashley Moody (R)                    Jimmy Patronis (R) 



Businesses 
Care About 
Employees 

Businesses Care 
Mostly About 
Profits 
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What Do You Think Motivates Business In Florida?  
 

February 2019 



Freedom Preference: February 2019 

Socialism and 
“About the 
Same” 

Capitalism 

48% 

43% 42% 
44% 

February '19 December '18

What's Better? Socialism or Capitalism? 
Voters Under 40 

What's Better? Socialism or Capitalism? 
(Voters Under 40) 

 



Where Does Florida’s Growth Come From? 



Eight counties will account for 57% of population increase: 
 

1. Miami-Dade 
2. Orange 
3. Hillsborough 
4. Broward 
5. Palm Beach 
6. Lee 
7. Duval 
8. Osceola 

 
 

Projected population by 2030: 26 million 



Florida’s 2018 3rd Grade Reading Scores 
 
 
 

County 2018 
St. Johns 78 
Nassau 76 
Baker 72 
Union 70 

County 2018 
Franklin, Hendry 44 

Gadsden, Putnam 40 
Jefferson, Hamilton 36 

DeSoto 29 

Florida’s Top Scores by County Florida’s Bottom Scores by County 

*8,399 3rd graders in Hillsborough NOT reading at 3rd grade level 



Number of Households in 
Poverty by Zip Code (983) 

Poverty is Concentrated: 
 

Households in Poverty     Zip Codes 
 10%   21 
 20%   52 
 30%    91 
 40%   138 
 50%   192 
 
 

“If you eliminated the poverty in just 21 of Florida’s 983 
populated zip codes, you would eliminate 10% of all of Florida’s 
poverty” 

www.FloridaChamber.com/ProsperityInitiative  



 
901,772 kids in poverty in Florida – 

22.3% 
64,783 kids in poverty in Hillsborough 

County – 21.2% 
 

 
Under-18 Poverty by Zip Code 
 
Top Number:  Zip Code 
Middle Number:  Number of kids in poverty 
Bottom Number:  Under-18 poverty rate 
 

Hillsborough County, Florida 
 



Top Voter Concerns  
(Florida Chamber Polling) 

Statewide EDUCATION JOBS ENVIRONMENT OTHER 

13 11 11 Healthcare 10% 
Immigration 8% 
Gun Issues 5% 

Jacksonville 22 9 9 Healthcare 11% 

Gainesville 15 15 8 Healthcare 15% 

Tallahassee 25 6 6 Crime/Drugs 13% 

Panama 
City/Pensacola 

16 18 5 Immigration 18% 

Orlando/Daytona 15 11 13 Healthcare 11% 

Tampa/St. Pete 8 10 12 Healthcare 12% 

Ft. Myers/Naples 8 17 11 Immigration 8% 

Broward/Miami 13 12 11 Healthcare 9% 

Palm Beach 14 10 13 Healthcare 10% 

Statewide 54:25 

Jacksonville 62:22 

Gainesville 46:38 

Tallahassee 50:31 

Panama City/Pensacola 55:25 

Orlando/Daytona 53:22 

Tampa/St. Pete 56:24 

Ft. Myers/Naples 61:25 

Broward/Miami 52:27 

Palm Beach 48:28 

Statewide 54:25 

Men 59:24 

Women 50:26 

Republicans 77:9 

Democrats 34:43 

Others 48:21 

White 59:22 

African-American 27:48 

Hispanic 61:18 



29%  
(15,347) 

32%  
(16,629) 

39%  
(20,146) 

This Month: 52,122  

Total State: 13,401,396 
35% 

(4,719,867) 
37% 

(4,972,257) 
28% 

(3,709,272) 

Year to Date: 52,122  
29% 

(15,347) 
32% 

(16,629) 39% (20,146) 

Since Last Election: 130,231 
31% 

(40,070) 
30% 

(38,761) 
39% 

(51,400) 

Registration Comparisons Over Time 

Republican 
Democratic 
NPA/Other 
 

as of January 2019 

22% 
 (835) 

38% 
 (1,432) 

41%  
(1,401) 

This Month: 3,768 

Total County: 831,496 

31%  
(264,105) 

39%  
(323,468) 

30% 
(243,899) 

Last Year: 53,601 
22% 

(12,070) 
34% 

(18,151) 
44%  

(23,985) 

Since 2016 Election: 86,512 
23% 

(20,129) 
32% 

(28,343) 
44% 

 (38,779) 

  Florida              Hillsborough County 



JANUARY NEW VOTERS 

By County 
 

Republican 
Democratic 
NPA/Other 
 



Party 
Registration 
Projected 
1990-2024 
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Voters Aren’t Choosing Parties 

35% 

32% 

32% 



Making Florida More Competitive 
 

Florida now has the 2nd Worst Legal Climate in 
America 



2019 Legislative Session – On Offense 

• Assignment of Benefits, Accuracy in Damages, 
Workers’ Compensation, Bad Faith Reform Overdue Lawsuit Abuse Reform 

• Business Rent Tax, Research & Development,       
E-Fairness Targeted Tax Reform 

• Rural Connectivity, Septic-to-Sewer Conversions, 
Autonomous Infrastructure, Innovation, Corridors 

Science-Based Infrastructure and 
Environmental Policy 

• K-12, Higher Education, Vocational/Technical 
Training 

Workforce Readiness and 
Expanded School Choice Initiatives 



2019 Legislative Session – On Defense 

• Wages, Scheduling, E-Verify, Plastic Bag/Straw 
Bans, etc. 

Employer Mandates & Business 
Regulations 

• Uncertain future for these programs Economic Development and 
Tourism Marketing Funding 

• Using the constitutional amendment process to 
get around the Florida Legislature. 

Anti-Biz Constitutional Amendments 
by Out-of-State Billionaires 

• Business community is stronger when united on 
issues. 

Apathy/Politics of a Divided 
Business Community 



Beyond 2019 

To Learn More About the Florida 2030 Initiative - Visit  
www.Florida2030.org 



Uniting Business for Good 
 Download the presentation at 
www.FloridaChamber.com/NoName 
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