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“The Florida Chamber is showing up day 
after day and making sure the right things 
happen in Florida.” – Governor Rick Scott 
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“Florida is changing. Our ECONOMICS, our 
demographics and our politics are all 
changing and these changes are both 
opportunities and challenges.” – Mark Wilson 

To download a copy of this presentation, visit 
 

 www.FloridaChamber.com/Clewiston 



Florida At A Glance 

•Florida’s Economy $1 Trillion GDP  
(17th largest in the world) 

 
•21.4 Million Residents (3rd / +5M by 
2030 / more than 1,000/day) 
•1.7 million jobs needed 

 
•116.5 Million Visitors last year 
 

•3.4% Unemployment Rate 
 

•226,300 jobs looking for people  
•345,000 people looking for jobs 

  
 



Hendry County At A Glance 

• 5.4% Unemployment Rate 
• 2 points higher than state rate  

 
• 39,057 Residents 

• 1,415 jobs needed by 2030 
• 40,600 – 45,000 new residents in 2030 

 
• 25.1 % Poverty Rate 

• 11.1 points higher than state rate 
 

• 84.4 % High School Graduation Rate 
• 2.1 points higher than state rate 
• 44 % of 3rd graders reading at grade level 

(13 points lower than state rate) 



6 “Taxpayers in New York have about twice 
the tax burden as the average person in 
Florida. The tax advantages in Florida are 
even greater than they were.”  
   – Mark Wilson, 850 Business Magazine 



Data Source:  Florida Department of Economic Opportunity 

Job Creation 
 
October 2017 to October 2018 
 
Florida Job Creation Rate:  2.7%  
U.S. Job Creation Rate:  1.7% 
 
Top Counties for Jobs: 
Orange   29,826 
Broward    22,094 
Palm Beach   16,470 
 
Top Growth Rate Counties: 
Seminole, Orange, Lake, Osceola – all 4.2% 
 
 4 Florida Counties Lost Jobs over past year 



Summary of Town Hall Findings, Statewide Analysis, 2016-17 
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Improving Getting Worse 

Economic Development 

Health & Wellness 
Transportation 

Water Infrastructure 

Public Safety 

Affordability of Housing 

Responsiveness of Govt 

Arts, Culture, Heritage 
& Sense of Place 

Business Climate- Regulations 

Economic Prosperity 

Talent 

*Findings as of 11/2017 
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Improving Getting Worse 

Public Safety 

*Findings as of 11/2017 

Responsiveness of Govt 

Business Climate- Regulations 

Hendry County DIFFERENCES – BETTER than State Average  



Hendry County DIFFERENCES – WORSE than State Average  
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Improving Getting Worse 

Economic Development 

Health & Wellness 
Transportation 

Water Infrastructure 

*Findings as of 11/2017 
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Making Florida More Competitive 
 

Florida now has the 2nd Worst Legal Climate in 
America (12/4/18) 

 
Florida’s Legal Climate Costs the Average 

Household $4,442 Annually 



Crop Production Employees:   
Annual Average 

2017 
Top Florida Counties: 
1.  Miami-Dade   6,728 
2.  Hillsborough 6,288 
3.  Palm Beach 4,780 
4. Manatee  3,449 
5. Hendry  3,258 
6. Collier  2,969 



Data Source:  Quarterly Census of Employment & Wages, Bureau of Labor Statistics 

Annual Wages per Employee: 
Crop Production 

2017 Annual Average 

U.S. Average        $32,794 
Florida Average  $29,827 
 
Top Florida Counties: 
1.  Brevard   $42,860 
2.  Hendry   $42,385 
3.  Levy   $41,959 
4.  Osceola   $41,474 
5. Indian River   $41,040 
6. Glades   $39,649 
 





Infrastructure Improvements - Airglades 
International Airport 

Airglades International Airport, LLC and Hendry 
County have come together to revitalize the 
existing Airglades Airport. 
 
Goal is to decrease the bottleneck of perishable 
goods at Miami International by building a 
perishable air cargo complex. 
 
Could result in increased efficiency and lower 
operating costs for transporting perishable goods, 
while increasing job opportunity and economic 
growth for Hendry County. 



Florida’s Future Water Needs 

By 2030, demand for water will be 20 
percent higher than it is today. 

www.FloridaChamber.com/WaterVideos 



“Florida is changing. Our economics, our 
DEMOGRAPHICS and our politics are all 
changing and these changes are both 
opportunities and challenges.” – Mark Wilson 



Growth 

Change in Population by Source, 2010-2017 (millions) 

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau 

Where Does Our Growth Come From? 



Hendry County Current Population = 39,057 
• 2030 Population Estimate Range 

• 40,600 - 45,000 



Florida County 3rd Grade 
Reading Scores 

2018 
 
Number is percent of 3rd Graders 
reading at Grade Level 
 

Statewide:  95,232 public school 
3rd Graders not reading at grade 
level in 2018.  
  
265 in Hendry County 
 

Data Source:  Florida Department of Education 

Florida 

Hendry County 



3rd Grade Reading Scores by School 

School 
3rd Grade 
Reading 

Score 

Number of 
Kids not 

reading at 3rd 
Grade Level 

Labelle Elementary 43 53 

Westside 
Elementary 44 49 

Eastside Elementary 53 46 

Central Elementary 41 63 

Country Oaks 41 68 

Edward Upthegrove 43 49 



Number of Households in 
Poverty by Zip Code (1,472) 

Poverty is Concentrated: 
 

Households in Poverty     Zip Codes 
 10%   21 
 20%   52 
 30%    91 
 40%   138 
 50%   192 
 
 

“If you eliminated the poverty in just 21 of Florida’s 983 
populated zip codes, you would eliminate 10% of all of Florida’s 
poverty” 

www.FloridaChamber.com/ProsperityInitiative  



Under-18 Poverty by Zip Code 
Hendry County 

 
 

Total Numbers:  3,681 kids in Poverty 
Under-18 Poverty Rate:  35.2% 
 
Top = Zip Code 
Bottom = Number of kids in poverty 
 
 
 
 
Data Source:  U.S. Census Bureau 

Hendry 
County 



“Florida is changing. Our economics, our 
demographics and our POLITICS are all 
changing and these changes are both 
opportunities and challenges.” – Mark Wilson 



“We won’t get the policies right until we get 
the politics right.” – Former Speaker of the Florida 
House and Florida Chamber Board Member, Will 
Weatherford 



Voter Registration Comparison 
Statewide vs. Hendry County 



Scott Era: New Voters 

Statewide 4,574,839 

Men 2,084,543  (46%) 

Women 2,244,901  (49%) 

Republicans 1,297,712  (28%) 

Democrats 1,508,126  (33%) 

NPA/Others 1,769,001  (38%) 

White 2,601,405  (57%) 

Black 567,957   (12%) 

Hispanics 956,304  (21%) 

Map Shaded by  
New Voters/Total Voters 

1 in 2 new voters 

1 in 3 new voters 
 

1 in 4 new voters 
1 in 5+ new voters 



28 Florida Legislature 

Balance of Power 
 

Senate – 23 R, 17 D 
 

House – 73 R, 47 D 

Senate President-Designate Bill Galvano House Speaker-Designate José Oliva 



Securing Florida’s Future, Together 

To download a copy of this presentation, visit 
 

 www.FloridaChamber.com/Clewiston 
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