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“Florida is changing. Our ECONOMICS, our 
DEMOGRAPHICS and our POLITICS are 
all changing and these changes are both 
opportunities and challenges.” – Mark Wilson 

www.FloridaChamber.com/Tallahassee 



• Florida’s Economy $1 trillion GDP (17th 
Largest in the World) 

 
• 21 million residents (3rd / +5M by 2030 / 

more than 1,100/day) 
• 1.7 million jobs needed 
• Leon County jobs needed: 18,228 

 
• 116.5 million visitors in 2017 
 
• 3.7% Unemployment Rate 

• 238,100 jobs looking for people 
• 375,000 people looking for jobs 

 
 
 
 

TheFloridaScorecard.org 

www.TheFloridaScorecard.org 



Leon County Florida 

Unemployment and Year over Year Jobs Creation 

*51 Counties Added Jobs 



Growth 

Change in Population by Source, 2010-2017 (millions) 

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau 

Where Does Florida’s Growth Come From? 



“Taxpayers in New York have about twice 
the tax burden as the average person in 
Florida. The tax advantages in Florida are 
even greater than they were.”  
   – Mark Wilson, 850 Business Magazine 
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Current Leon County Population and 
Increase by Age Group to 2030  

By 2030; we will 
grow by 55,000 – 
78,000 residents 



                         



Data Source:  2016 American Community Survey, 
  U.S. Census Bureau 

Florida:  1.1 million households below 
poverty level - 15.1% of households 
 
 
The number of Floridians in poverty has 
dropped by over 200,000 people in the 
last report 
 
 
At 9,131 – zip code 32304 is top 
zip code for households in 
poverty in Florida 

Households in Leon County Living Below the Poverty Level 



Top Number:  Zip Code 
Middle Number:  # of Kids under age 5 in Poverty 
Bottom Number:  Proportion of kids in Poverty who are under 
5 years old 

Data:  American Community Survey, 2016.  U.S. Census Bureau 

3,297 Children Under Age 5 Are Living 
in Poverty in Leon County 

• 749 children under 5 in 32304 



61% of Leon County 3rd Graders Can Read at or Above 3rd Grade 
Level (2018) 

Apalachee  45   Kate Sullivan    64 
Astoria Park  57   Killearn Lakes    87 
Bond   26   Oak Ridge    40 
Buck Lake  76   Pineview    17 
Canopy Oaks  65   Roberts     86 
Chaires   59   Ruediger    40 
Desoto Trail  85   Sabal Palm    41 
Fort Braden  51   Sealey     68 
Frank Hartsfield  33   Springwood    46 
Gilchrist   83   Tallahassee School of Math & Science 63 
Governor’s Charter 46   School of Arts & Science Centre  84 
Hawks Rise  86   School of Arts & Science on Thomasville 84 
J Michael Conley  68   W T Moore    64 
John G Riley  30   Woodville    44 

Florida Average:  57% (Leon County - 25th out of 67 counties)  



1,307 of Leon County Public 3rd Graders Cannot 
Read at Grade Level 

Apalachee  62   Kate Sullivan    47 
Astoria Park  39   Killearn Lakes    19 
Bond   75   Oak Ridge    45 
Buck Lake  27   Pineview    40 
Canopy Oaks  41   Roberts     20 
Chaires   39   Ruediger    46 
Desoto Trail  17   Sabal Palm    51 
Fort Braden  44   Sealey     21 
Frank Hartsfield  44   Springwood    59 
Gilchrist   26   Tallahassee School of Math & Science 17 
Governor’s Charter 34   School of Arts & Science Centre   8 
Hawks Rise  19   School of Arts & Science on Thomasville  9 
J Michael Conley  42   W T Moore    37 
John G Riley  70   Woodville    41 



Florida 

Leon 
County 

Leon County High School Graduation Rates 



School 2016/17 
Cohort 

Did not 
Graduate 

with Cohort 

Female: 
did not 

graduate 

Male: 
 did not 

graduate 

Godby 295 46 18 28 

Rickards 282 27 14 13 

Chiles 472 11 4 7 

Leon 460 39 16 23 

Lincoln 493 45 14 31 

Sail 83 5 3 2 

Success 
Academy 73 35 18 17 

58.2% male 
41.8 female 

Data Source:  Florida Department of Education 

208 Leon County High School Kids Did Not Graduate 
With Their Cohort 



Small Business Matters 

1. Workforce Quality – 29% 
 
2.  Economic Uncertainty – 14%  
 
3.  Government Regulations – 9%  

 
4.  Lawsuit Abuse – 9%  
 
5.  Healthcare Costs – 6%  
 
6.  Growth Management Issues – 6%  



New Voters By County (Florida v. Leon County) 

•    NPA 43% 
• Republican 28% 
• Democrat 29% 

 

Democratic 
NPA/Other 
Republican 

 

Leon County 
Since Last Election  

Statewide Since Last Election 
 

39% 

43% 

18% 

DEM

NPA

REP



26% (22,355) 34% (28,901) 40% (33,668) 

This Month 

Total State 
35% 

(4,710,065) 
37% 

(4,960,003) 
28% 

(3,641,684) 

Year to Date 
27% 

(100,303) 
30% 

(115,068) 
43% 

(160,794) 

Since Last Election 
28% 

(258,811) 
29% 

(262,446) 
43% 

(387,262) 

Republican 
Democratic 
NPA/Other 
 

Registration Comparisons Over Time 

908,519 New Registered Voters 
since 2016 election 

50-55% Turnout 



How Diverse is Florida’s Economy? 
 
#1 Most Diverse - Palm Bay-Melbourne-Titusville MSA 
#2 Most Diverse – Miami-Ft. Lauderdale-West Palm Beach MSA 
#3 Most Diverse – Jacksonville MSA 
#4 Most Diverse – Orlando-Kissimmee-Sanford MSA 
#5 Most Diverse – Naples-Immokalee-Marco Island MSA 
#6 Most Diverse – Tampa-St. Petersburg-Clearwater MSA 
 
State of Florida is #20 in the U.S. 
 
 
Data Source:  Florida Gulf Coast University, Regional Economic 
  Research Institute 



20 

Changing Voter Attitudes 
Statewide 47:37 

Jacksonville 60:21 

Gainesville 42:50 

Tallahassee 33:53 

Panama 
City/Pensacola 

63:28 

Orlando/Daytona 50:33 

Tampa/St. Pete 51:32 

Ft. Myers/Naples 54:38 

Broward/Miami 36:50 

Palm Beach 35:41 

Statewide 47:37 

Men 52:38 

Women 42:36 

Republicans 75:14 

Democrats 21:60 

Others 45:35 

White 52:34 

Black 23:51 

Hispanics 55:30 

Statewide ENVIRO JOBS ED OTHER 

14 13 12 Healthcare 11% 
Immigration 6% 
Water Issues 4% 

Jacksonville 5 14 18 Immigration 11% 

Gainesville 17 8 8 Healthcare 17% 

Tallahassee 22 17 11 Healthcare 11% 

Panama 
City/Pensacola 

2 19 14 Healthcare 14% 

Orlando/Daytona 10 10 18 Immigration 8% 

Tampa/St. Pete 13 11 9 Healthcare 13% 

Ft. Myers/Naples 27 8 0 Water Issues 19% 

Broward/Miami 17 12 12 Healthcare 13% 

Palm Beach 23 18 6 Healthcare 11% 



Primary Results 
Republican  Democratic  



Talent Is The Key To Florida’s Economic Future  

www.FloridaChamber.com/Tallahassee 
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