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“Florida is changing. Our economics, our 

demographics and our politics are all 

changing and these changes are both 

opportunities and challenges.” – Mark Wilson 



Solutions 

(Research) 

 

 

 

 

Actions (Lobbying 

& Grassroots) 

Leadership 

(Elections) 

Unifying Florida’s Business Community 

www.FloridaChamber.com/StateofState2018 



Florida’s Six-Pillar Framework 



TheFloridaScorecard.org 

• Florida’s Economy $1 Trillion GDP  (17th 

largest in the world) 

 

• 21 Million Residents (3rd / +5M by 2030 / 

more than 1,000/day) 

• 1.7 million jobs needed 

• >1 in 11 US Jobs 

 

• 116.5 Million Visitors in 2017 

 

• 3.7% Unemployment Rate 

• 238,100 jobs looking for people  

• 375,000 people looking for jobs 

  

 



“Florida is changing. Our economics, our 

demographics and our POLITICS are all 

changing and these changes are both 

opportunities and challenges.” – Mark Wilson 



Governor 

Attorney General 

Chief Financial 
Officer 

Agriculture 
Commissioner 

One 

 U.S. 
Senate 

(Nelson) 

All 27 Seats 
in Congress 

 

4 Open  

(DeSantis; 
Ross; 

Rooney;  Ros 
-Lehtinen) 

22 State 
Senate 

  

2 Termed 

2 Open 
 

All 120 
House Seats 

 

19 Termed 

14 Open 

 
 

1 Supreme 
Court 

Justice 

 

C. Alan 
Lawson 

12 Constitutional 
Amendments  

3 – Legislature 

2- Citizen Initiatives 

7 CRC* 

 

* 3 are in litigation 

California is 2,700 miles and only ONE vote away! 



Total Voter Registration 

By County (41R, 26D) 
 

Republican= 4,710,065 

Democratic= 4,960,003 

NPA/Other= 3,641,684 

 



26% (22,355) 34% (28,901) 40% (33,668) 

This Month 

Total State 

35% 

(4,710,065) 

37% 

(4,960,003) 

28% 

(3,641,684) 

Year to Date 

27% 

(100,303) 

30% 

(115,068) 
43% 

(160,794) 

Since Last Election 

28% 

(258,811) 
29% 

(262,446) 

43% 

(387,262) 

Registration Comparisons Over Time 

Republican 

Democratic 

NPA/Other 

 

908,519 New Registered Voters 
since 2016 election 



Primary Results 

Republican  Democratic  



Scott Era: New Voters 

Statewide 4,574,839 

Men 2,084,543  (46%) 

Women 2,244,901  (49%) 

Republicans 1,297,712  (28%) 

Democrats 1,508,126  (33%) 

NPA/Others 1,769,001  (38%) 

White 2,601,405  (57%) 

Black 567,957   (12%) 

Hispanics 956,304  (21%) 

Map Shaded by  
New Voters/Total Voters 

1 in 2 new voters 

1 in 3 new voters 
 

1 in 4 new voters 

1 in 5+ new voters 



Right Direction vs. 
Wrong Track 

Top Voter Concerns 



“Florida is changing. Our economics, our 

DEMOGRAPHICS and our politics are all 

changing and these changes are both 

opportunities and challenges.” – Mark Wilson 
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2016 to 2017  
Population Changes 
 

Top Counties: 
1. Orange  27,016 
2. Miami-Dade 25,376 
3. Broward  20,628 
4. Hillsborough 20,175 
5. Palm Beach 19,951 
6. Lee   17,295 
7. Osceola  11,092 
8. Polk  11,015 
9. Duval  10,217 
10. Manatee   9,682 

17 Florida Counties  
Lost Population 

Data Source:  U.S. Census Bureau 



Growth 

Change in Population by Source, 2010-2017 (millions) 

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau 

Where Does Our Growth Come From? 



“Taxpayers in New York have about twice 

the tax burden as the average person in 

Florida. The tax advantages in Florida are 

even greater than they were.”  

   – Mark Wilson, 850 Business Magazine 



“Florida is changing. Our ECONOMICS, 

our demographics and our politics are all 

changing and these changes are both 

opportunities and challenges.” – Mark Wilson 



Year-Over-Year Jobs- Currently 

TheFloridaScorecard.org  



Job Creation –  
August 2017 through August 2018 
 
U.S. Growth Rate:  1.6% 
Florida Growth Rate:  2.6% 
 
Top Increases:  
1.  Orange 25,597 
2.  Hillsborough 13,602 
3.  Duval  12,440 
 
Top Growth Rates: 
1.  Okaloosa 3.8% 
2.  Walton 3.6% 
2.  Orange 3.6% 
2.Osceola 3.6% 
2.   Seminole 3.6% 
2.Lake  3.6% 
 

16 Florida Counties Lost Jobs over the past year 

Data Source:  Florida Department of Economic Opportunity 

51 Counties Added Jobs/16 Lost Jobs 



Economics: Income Migration 

Gained Wealth From: 

$27.89 billion New York 

$18.29 billion New Jersey 

$12.89 billion Illinois 

$10.93 billion Pennsylvania 

$10.65 billion Connecticut 

 

Lost Wealth To: 

$1.19 billion North Carolina 

$1.18 billion Texas 

$748.39 million Tennessee 

$426.29 million South Carolina 

421.30 million Arizona 





• Early Learning 
• K-12 
• Higher Education 
• Workforce Training  



Closing Florida’s Talent Gap 

Florida-current Florida-2017 



3rd Grade 
Reading Scores 

by County 

• Florida average is 57% 
 

• There are 95,370 Florida public school 3rd 
Graders not reading at Grade Level in 2018 

 

Data Source:  Florida Department of Education 

• #1 County = St. Johns @ 78%  
• #67 County = DeSoto @ 29%  

www.FloridaChamber.com/EarlyLearning  



Florida 2017 Florida 2016 
Florida 2017  (using 
2016 data) 

Last year (using 
2015 data) 

Closing Florida’s Talent Gap 

>60% 



Florida Chamber Foundation’s  

Learners to Earners Workforce Summit 

May, 2019  

Join Us  

www.FloridaChamber.com/WorkforceSummit  



• Diversify Florida’s Economic 
Portfolio 

• Innovation Economy 
• Entrepreneurism 
• Capital & Investments 
• Global Trade 
 



Florida’s $1 Trillion GDP by Industry – Q1 2018  ($Billion) 

Source:  Federal Reserve (FRED) Data 



 
Top Number:  2017 GDP 
Bottom Number:  Real GDP Growth Rate 2016-17 
 

U.S. Real Growth Rate:   2.1% 
 
Top Florida MSA Growth Ranking: 
1.Palm Bay-Melbourne-Titusville 4.7% 
2.The Villages MSA  3.8% 
3.Crestview-Ft. Walton Beach-Destin 3.5% 
3.   Jacksonville MSA  3.5% 
5.   Port St. Lucie MSA  3.1% 
5.   Tallahassee MSA  3.1% 

Data Source:  U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA) 

Florida’s GDP by MSA 



Innovation and Economic Development 

Florida-current Florida-2017 



How Diverse is Florida’s Economy? 
 
#1 Most Diverse - Palm Bay-Melbourne-Titusville MSA 
#2 Most Diverse – Miami-Ft. Lauderdale-West Palm Beach MSA 
#3 Most Diverse – Jacksonville MSA 
#4 Most Diverse – Orlando-Kissimmee-Sanford MSA 
#5 Most Diverse – Naples-Immokalee-Marco Island MSA 
#6 Most Diverse – Tampa-St. Petersburg-Clearwater MSA 
 
State of Florida is #20 in the U.S. 
 
 
Data Source:  Florida Gulf Coast University, Regional Economic 
  Research Institute 



 
 
• U.S. = $84.7 Billion 

 
• Florida #4 @ $2.34 B 

 
• California equals Florida 

on January 20th 
   

Venture Capital Increasing But Needs to Accelerate  



Florida Chamber Foundation’s  

Economic Outlook Summit 

January 14, 2019  

Join Us  

www.FloridaChamber.com/EconomicSummit 



• Planning and Development 
• Transportation and Logistics 
• Water 
• Energy 
• Communications 
• Waste Management 
• Environmental Issues 
• Risk Preparedness & 

Mitigation 



Preparing Florida’s Infrastructure For Smart Growth 

• 20% More Water 

 

• 3 Million More Drivers 

 

• 50 Million More Visitors 

 

• 5 Million More Residents 

 

• Autonomous/Drones 



Contact Florida’s 
Autonomous Guy 

(850) 521-1242 

cemmanuel@flchamber.com 

Syd Kitson 
 

Chair, Autonomous Florida 

 

Chairman & CEO,  

Kitson & Partners 

Autonomous Florida 



Florida Chamber Foundation’s  

Growth and Infrastructure Summit 

December 11, 2018  

www.FloridaChamber.com/InfrastructureSummit  

Join Us  



• Taxes 
• Regulation 
• Legal Reform 
• Permitting 
• Property Rights 
• Workplace & 

Employment Issues 
• Insurance 



Making Florida’s Business Climate More Competitive 



Florida Chamber’s  

Insurance Summit 

November 27, 2018  

www.FloridaChamber.com/Events  

Florida Chamber’s  

Legislative Fly-In 

February 19, 2019 

Join Us  



• Florida’s Budget 
• Government Systems 
• Federal Issues 
• Local Government Issues 
• Regional Stewardship 
• Public/Private Partnerships 
• Ethics & Elections 
• Florida's Constitution 
• Civic Infrastructure 
 



Making Government More Efficient 

• 405/67/34 

 

• $89 Billion State Budget 
 
 



Civic and Governance Systems 



• Health & Wellness  
• Retirement & Lifelong Engagement 
• Safety & Security 
• Housing & Livability 
• Families & Children 
• Retirement & Lifelong Engagement 
• Economic Opportunity & Prosperity 
• Sense of Place & Community 
• Opposing Gambling Expansion  
 



Championing Florida’s Quality of Life 

• Healthcare is 1/6th of our 

Economy 

 

• Medicaid is 32.1% of Florida’s 

budget and growing 

 

• Education is 29.3% of the 

budget 

 

 



Ending Poverty Through Prosperity 

www.FloridaChamber.com/ProsperityInitiative  



Number of Households in 
Poverty by Zip Code (1,472) 

Poverty is Concentrated: 
 

Households in Poverty     Zip Codes 
 10%   21 

 20%   52 

 30%    91 

 40%   138 

 50%   192 
 
 

“If you eliminated the poverty in just 21 of Florida’s 983 
populated zip codes, you would eliminate 10% of all of Florida’s 
poverty” 

www.FloridaChamber.com/ProsperityInitiative  



Florida Chamber Foundation’s  

Florida Business Leaders’ Summit on 

Economic Prosperity 

May, 2019 

Join Us  

www.FloridaChamber.com/ProsperitySummit  



www.Florida2030.org 



What Would You Do? 

Buy? 
Sell? 
Hold? 



www.FloridaChamber.com/StateofState2018 


