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Still Growing, Only More Slowly
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Florida Bureau of Economic and Business Research, Population Estimates, April 2009 & US Census Bureau, Components of Population Change, July 2008
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Rising Losses Erase Past 
PerformancePerformance
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Total Southwest Regional Employment
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Unemployment Rate

Florida Agency for Workforce Innovation, Local Area Unemployment Statistics, August 2009
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Maintaining Wealth Gains?
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From Talent & Education 
to Innovation & Economic Developmentp

Percent of High School Grads 
Continuing to College- 2008

72% 72% 69%

Percent of Students Graduating 
High School - 2007 

64% 
58% 62% 

72% 69% 

Percent of Workforce with 
Bachelor's or Higher - 2008

Percent of Jobs in High-Technology 
Industry Clusters - 2008

29% 

34% 
32% 4% 

1% 

6% 

Florida Department of Education, Graduation 2006-2007 | Florida DOE, Continuation, 2007-2008 | U.S. Census, 2008 | Bureau of Labor Statistics 2008
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From Infrastructure & Growth Leadership 
to Quality of Lifey

187

Per capita motor vehicle fuel consumption 
(gallons/year) - 2008

474
483 

Per capita domestic water consumption 
(gallons per day) - 2007

158 

187 

152 448 
474 

Percent of regional lands held 
in conservation -2009

Percent of population living
within urban limits -2009

37%
31% 

21%
51% 31% 

68%

Florida Department of Environmental Protection, 2007 | Florida Department of Revenue, 2008 | Florida Natural Areas Inventory, July 2009 | U.S. Census Bureau, 2007
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Discussion Questions
Drivers of development –
• What are our competitive strengths andWhat are our competitive strengths and 

opportunities in….

• Talent & Education? 
• Innovation & Economic Development?
• Infrastructure & Growth Leadership?

Business Climate & Competitiveness?• Business Climate & Competitiveness? 
• Civic & Government Systems?
• Quality of Life?

• What are our key regional priorities? 
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