
Welcome to the January Florida 

Chamber Board of Governors 

Virtual Meeting

Next Meeting: February 22, 2021
2:00 – 3:00p.m. EST



Florida’s Path Forward 

January 25, 2021

mwilson@flchamber.com



Murray Smith
Vice President of Membership 

Development and Engagement 
msmith@flchamber.com



I. Welcome and What to Expect Today – Murray Smith

II. Perspective from Our President & CEO – Mark Wilson

III. January Business Leaders Survey Results – Mark Wilson

IV. Unify Business for Comprehensive and Common Sense

COVID-19 Liability Protections – Lawrence McClure, Florida

House of Representatives

I. The Current State of Our Economy, COVID-19 Status on and our

Vaccine Plans – Governor Ron DeSantis

I. Florida’s Economic Outlook – Dr. Jerry Parrish

II. A Look Ahead to 2021 – Mark Wilson

III. Q&A – Mark Wilson

Today’s Member Only Briefing

Relaunching Florida, Together



Today’s Discussion Leaders

Mark Wilson 

President & CEO 

Florida Chamber of Commerce 

Governor Ron DeSantis

Governor of the State of Florida

Dr. Jerry Parrish

Chief Economist

Florida Chamber Foundation

Representative Lawrence McClure

Florida House of Representatives

District 58 (Plant City)



II. Perspective from Our President & CEO 
Mark Wilson – President & CEO Florida Chamber of 

Commerce & Florida Chamber Foundation
mwilson@flchamber.com



Welcome 5 More Additions to Our Statewide Board of Governors

UnitedHealth Group

Michael Lawton

CEO, Community and State 

Plan of Florida

Brown & Brown Insurance of Florida

Robert Lloyd, Esq., CPCU, CIC

Executive Vice Presideent, General 

Counsel & Secretary

CentralSquare Technologies

David Zolet

CEO

New College of Florida

Donal O’Shea

President

Gilead Sciences

Kimberly Hawkins
Director of State Government Affairs



Florida Chamber Perspective on Despicable Acts in our Nation’s Capitol



www.TheFloridaScorecard.org

266

8.38%

938,414

6,751.2

Last Call on 11/23/20



191 Nations / Territories – 99,275,637 Global Cases on 1/25

Grab 
screenshot on 

9/1



Current COVID-19 Trends and Outlook



How Has Florida Responded to COVID-19?

Too Restrictive

Not Restrictive 

Enough
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III. January Business Leaders 

Survey Results 



What is your opinion on 

Florida’s Economy for 

2021?
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When vaccines are 

available to the general 

public, regarding your 

employees, will you:

Business Leaders Survey Results
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In thinking about COVID 

lawsuits against responsible 

employers, how important is 

it for the legislature to enact 

COVID-19 liability 

protections for Florida 

businesses?

Business Leaders Survey Results
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In late December, Florida 

businesses received their 

state Reemployment Tax 

Rate Notice for wages paid 

on or after January 1, 

2021. Which of the 

following best describes 

your tax notice?
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Compared to other 

states, how do you feel 

Florida is doing with 

COVID vaccine 

distribution?
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IV. Unify Business for Comprehensive and Common 

Sense COVID-19 Liability Protections 
Lawrence McClure – Florida House of Representatives; 

District 58



Unify Business for Comprehensive and Common Sense COVID-19 Liability Protections

HB 7: Sponsored by 

Rep. Lawrence McClure

District 58

HB 7 Committee References:

Civil Justice & Property Rights Subcommittee 

(Passed 1/13/21 – 11Y, 6N) 

Pandemics & Public Emergencies Committee

Judiciary Committee 

SB 72 Committee References:

Judiciary (On Agenda: 1/25/21 at 2:30 pm)

Commerce & Tourism

Rules

*Sponsored by Sen. Jeff Brandes





John Couris

President & CEO, 

Tampa General 

Hospital



I.V. The Current State of Our Economy, COVID-

19 Status and our Vaccine Plans 

II.Governor Ron DeSantis



Governor Ron DeSantis



VI. Florida’s Economic Outlook
Dr. Jerry Parrish – Chief Economist
jparrish@flchamber.com



www.theFloridaScorecard.org

Unemployment rate drops to 6.1%

614,000 Floridians looking for work

-419,200 jobs year over year (-4.6%)

371,000 Open Jobs

Consumer Sentiment Increased to 82.2

43 Days since 1st Vaccine in Florida
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Data Source:  U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, seasonally adjusted
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Industry Job Change Percent of Industry

Total – All

Industries
-419,200 -4.6%

Leisure & Hospitality -197,000 -15.5%

Professional & Business 

Services
-52,000 -3.7%

Trade, Transportation

& Utilities
-43,300 -2.4%

Education & Health 

Services
-29,100 -2.1%

Information -12,100 -8.8%

Construction -9,900 -1.7%

Manufacturing -4,400 -1.1%

Financial Activities -100 <-0.1%

Job Loss by Category:  December 2019 to December 2020

Food Services: -10.3%
Accommodation: -36.9%
Amusement Parks: -40.7%



Data Source:  Florida Department of Economic Opportunity

Year-over-year Job Changes:  
December 2019 to December 2020



Labor Force Changes:  

December 2019 to 

December 2020

Florida:  -276,000

Florida Percent:  -2.6%

U.S. Percent:  -2.4%

Data Source:  Florida Department of Economic Opportunity



Top Number:  Zip Code

Middle:  Number of kids in poverty

Bottom:  Under-18 poverty rateOrange County 

Under-18 Poverty

Data Source:  U.S. Census Bureau.  2019 data

67 new county 
maps available on 
Florida Chamber 

website



The Florida Gap Map has 

been updated with the latest 

poverty data

www.theFloridaGapMap.org

http://www.thefloridagapmap.org/


Sign up at:  https://www.flchamber.com/EconomicOutlook



VII. A Look Ahead to 2021

Mark Wilson – President & CEO Florida Chamber of 

Commerce & Florida Chamber Foundation
mwilson@flchamber.com



Mary Mayhew

Former AHCA Secretary

Joe Jacquot

Former General Counsel 

Governor Ron DeSantis
Dr. Scott Rivkees

Florida Surgeon General

Shane Strum

Chief of Staff

Governor Ron DeSantis

Senator Marco Rubio 

U.S. Senate 

Governor Ron DeSantis

Governor of the State of Florida

Dr. Raphael Bostic

Federal Reserve Bank 

of Atlanta 

Andrew Wheeler

Administrator, U.S. EPA

Hosted 40+ Virtual Statewide Meetings with Over 15,000 Business Leaders

Jimmy Patronis

Chief Financial Officer 

of Florida

Senator Rick Scott

U.S. Senate 

Dr. Margaret Kitt

NIOSH Deputy Director

Thaddeus Bullard

Bullard Family Foundation

Michelle Dennard 

CareerSource Florida







15,972
(37.21%)

9,929
(23.13%)

17,018
(39.65%)

Newly Registered 
Voters –

Month of November

Republican Democratic NPA/Other

5,233,242
(35.82%)

5,340,228
(36.56%)

4,034,486
(27.61%)

Florida
Registered Voters – as of November 30th, 2020

Republican Democratic NPA/Other

Voter Registration – ChamberHub

Total: 13,811,602 Total: 42,919
Democrats +106,986



Join our Florida Free Enterprise Fund 
Contact Nick Catroppo - ncatroppo@flchamber.com 



Nick Catroppo
—

Vice President of Political Operations

Florida Chamber of Commerce

Contact Andrew Wiggins- awiggins@flchamber.com



Nick Catroppo
—

Vice President of Political Operations

Florida Chamber of Commerce

Contact Andrew Wiggins- awiggins@flchamber.com



Presented by:

Presented by:

Presented by:

Presented by:

Presented by:

Date: December 8-9, 2020 

Date: January 28, 2021

Date: August TBD, 2021

Date: May 26, 2021

Date: September 22-23, 2021

Presented by:

Date: June 15, 2021



2021 Economic Outlook & Jobs Summit (Virtual)

January 28, 2021

Florida Safety Council Webinar: Harnessing Mental Wellness in the Workplace

February 18, 2021

Monthly Business Leaders Statewide Call (Virtual) 

February 22, 2021

Florida Chamber Monthly Business Leaders Statewide Call (Virtual) 

February 22, 2021

2021 Southeastern Leadership Conference on Safety, Health & Sustainability

May 2021

2021 Florida Business Leaders Summit on Prosperity & Economic Opportunity

May 26, 2021

Upcoming Engagement Opportunities for Business Leaders



Free Downloadable Guide to Reopening Safely

Katie Yeutter

President, Florida 

Chamber Safety Council

kyeutter@flchamber.com

www.flchambersafety.com



Governor

Ron DeSantis
—

Next Board of Governors “Relaunching Florida, Together” 

Webinar

Monday, February 22nd , 2pm EST

Register at 

www.FloridaChamber.com/Events



VIII. Questions?



January 2021 Board of Governors Call

mwilson@flchamber.com


