
#CHAMBERSTRONG
Wednesday, January 13, 2021

mwilson@flchamber.com



I. Welcome and What to Expect Today
II. Updated Local Chamber Survey Results
III. Upcoming Engagement Opportunities for Local Chambers
IV. President’s Report
V. Economic Update from The Florida Chamber’s Chief Economist
VI. Special Briefing from State Representative Blaise Ingoglia
VII. 2021 Florida Legislative Session Preview
VIII. Florida Chamber Safety Council in Action
IX. Recruiting Better Local Candidates
X. Open Discussion and Q&A

January 2021 Federation/Advocacy Update Agenda



I. Welcome and What to Expect 
Today



Today’s Discussion Leaders

Mark Wilson 
President & CEO 

Florida Chamber of Commerce 

State Representative Blaise 
Ingoglia

House Commerce Committee 
Chair

Frank Walker
VP of Governmental Affairs 

Florida Chamber of Commerce 

Dr. Jerry Parrish
Chief Economist

Florida Chamber Foundation



Congress Finally Included Chambers in PPP Loans – Thank You!



Local Chamber PPP Loan Guidance

https://www.uschamber.com/report/guide-small-business-covid-19-emergency-loans

PPP Loan Guidelines for 501(c)(6) Organizations:

•The PPP program is open through March 31, 2021, or until the new funding is exhausted.

•If you are a 501(c)(6), a local news media organization, or a housing cooperative, you may be newly eligible for a loan.

•501(c)(6) organizations if:
•They do not receive 15% of receipts from lobbying; 
•Lobbying activities do not comprise more than 15% of activities;
•Cost of lobbying activities does not exceed $1 million during the most recent tax year;
•Has 300 or fewer employees;
•Professional sports leagues or orgs with the purpose of promoting or participating in a political campaign or  activity 
are not eligible under this section.

The administration’s PPP program guidelines can be found at www.treasury.gov and the U.S. Small Business 
Administration's search tool to find a bank that offers PPP loans can be found at www.sba.gov/paycheckprotection/find

http://www.treasury.gov/
http://www.sba.gov/paycheckprotection/find


www.TheFloridaScorecard.org

282

8.61%

1.07M

8,605.0

Last Call on 12/10/20



www.TheFloridaScorecard.org

Local Chamber COVID-19 Resources



191 Nations / Territories – 14 Million Visitors

Grab 
screenshot on 

9/1



Current COVID-19 Trends and Outlook



II. Brand New Local Chamber 
Survey Results 
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Does your Chamber 
support the Florida 

Chamber’s efforts for to 
provide COVID-19 liability 
protection to businesses 
that have made efforts to 
follow state and federal 

health guidelines? 

Local Chamber Survey Results
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53% 0% 47%Florida is 1 of only 2 
states that do not collect 

sales tax on online 
purchases. Does your 

Chamber stand with the 
Florida Chamber’s efforts 
for Florida to collect this 

sales tax? 

Local Chamber Survey Results
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Is your chamber office open to outside visitors? 

Local Chamber Survey Results
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Are your employees working onsite or remote?

Local Chamber Survey Results
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Have any of your staff members tested positive for COVID-19?

Local Chamber Survey Results
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When do you believe 
things will get back to 

normal?
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III. Upcoming Engagement Opportunities
For Local Chambers



2021 Economic Outlook & Jobs Summit (Virtual)
January 28, 2021

Florida Chamber Federation Monthly Update (Virtual) 
February 10, 2021

2021 Southeastern Leadership Conference on Safety, Health & Sustainability
May 2021

2021 Florida Business Leaders Summit on Prosperity & Economic Opportunity
May 26, 2021

Upcoming Engagement Opportunities for Local Chambers



2021 Economic Outlook & Jobs Summit

Dane Eagle
Executive Director

Department of Economic Opportunity

Jamal Sowell
Secretary of Commerce and 

President & CEO
Enterprise Florida, Inc. 

Crystal Stiles
Senior Director, Economic Development

Florida Power & Light Company

Jimmy Patronis
Chief Financial Officer

State of Florida

Mark Vitner
Managing Director, Senior Economist

Wells Fargo

Marc Hoenstine
Director, Economic Development

Duke Energy
*Presenting Sponsor

Brad O’Connor, Ph.D.
Chief Economist
Florida Realtors 

John Coates
VP/Senior Institutional Client Advisor

PNC Capital Advisors

Mark Wilson 
President & CEO 

Florida Chamber of Commerce 

Dr. Jerry Parrish
Chief Economist

Florida Chamber Foundation

REGISTER HERE:  www.flchamber.com/EconomicOutlook



IV. President’s Report



Weekly Advocacy Special Briefing for Local Chambers

Local Chamber Advocacy Committee

Monday, March 8, 2021 10:00 – 11:00 AM
Monday, March 15, 2021 10:00 – 11:00 AM
Monday, March 22, 2021 10:00 – 11:00 AM
Monday, March 29, 2021 10:00 – 11:00 AM
Monday, April 5, 2021 10:00 – 11:00 AM
Monday, April 12, 2021 10:00 – 11:00 AM
Monday, April 19, 2021 10:00 – 11:00 AM
Monday, April 26, 2021 10:00 – 11:00 AM



https://www.flchamber.com/Open4biz/

The Florida Chamber’s New “Open For Business Campaign”









Florida Chamber Perspective on Despicable Acts in our Nation’s Capitol



COVID-19 Liability Protections

Approve of 
Protecting 
Businesses if 
they follow 
guidelines from 
being sued

Disapprove of 
Protecting 
Businesses if 
they follow 
guidelines from 
being sued
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Join Other Chambers of Commerce 
United in support of COVID-19 Liability Protections

www.FLChamber.com/covidliabilityprotections

Amplify Clearwater Apopka Area Chamber of Commerce Chamber of  Commerce of Cape Coral 
Chamber of Commerce of Okeechobee County, Inc. Chamber of Commerce of the Palm Beaches Citrus County Chamber
Clay County Chamber ` Cocoa Beach Chamber Coral Springs Coconut Creek Regional Chamber
Daytona Regional Chamber Destin Chamber of Commerce East Orlando Chamber of Commerce
Fort Myers Beach Chamber Greater Boca Raton Chamber Greater Dade City Chamber
Greater Delray Beach Chamber Greater Fort Myers Chamber Greater Gainesville Chamber
Greater Hernando County Chamber Greater Marathon Chamber Greater Palm Bay Chamber
Greater Palm Harbor Chamber Greater Pasco Chamber Greater Pensacola Chamber
Greater Pompano Beach Chamber Greater Riverview Chamber Greater Sarasota Chamber
Greater Seminole Chamber Greater Tallahassee Chamber Greater Winter Haven Chamber
Gulf Coast Minority Chamber Hobe Sound Chamber Holly Hill Chamber
Indian River Chamber Indiantown Chamber Islamorada Chamber
Jackson County Chamber JAX Chamber Key Largo Chamber
Lakeland Chamber Manatee Chamber Miami Dade Chamber
Miramar Pembroke Pines Chamber Nassau County Chamber Northeast Polk Chamber
North Tampa Bay Chamber Ocean Reef Chamber Orange County Economic Partnership
Ormond Beach Chamber Oviedo-Winter Springs Chamber Palm City Chamber
Palm Coast-Flagler Regional Chamber Port Orange South Daytona Chamber Sanibel Captiva Chamber
South Lake Chamber South Tampa Chamber St. Johns County Chamber
Tampa Bay Beaches Chamber Tampa Bay Chamber Tarpon Springs Chamber
Tavares Chamber Uptown Chamber Venice Area Chamber
Walton Area Chamber Washington County Chamber West Orange Chamber
Ybor City Chamber





Local Chambers in support of COVID-19 Liability Protections



Online Sales Tax Collection

Leveling the playing field for Local Businesses



Join Other Chambers of Commerce 
United in support of Online Sales Tax Collection

Amplify Clearwater Chamber of Commerce of the Palm Beaches Citrus County Chamber
Clay County Chamber Coral Springs Chamber Daytona Regional Chamber
Destin Chamber  East Orlando Chamber Greater Boca Raton Chamber 
Greater Delray Beach Chamber Greater Gainesville Chamber Greater Hernando County Chamber
Greater Marathon Chamber Greater Palm Bay Chamber Greater Pompano Beach Chamber
Greater Riverview Chamber Greater Sarasota Chamber Greater Seminole Chamber
Greater Tallahassee Chamber Greater Winter Haven Chamber Gulf Coat Minority Chamber
Hobe Sound Chamber Indian River Chamber Jackson County Chamber
JAX Chamber Key Largo Chamber Lakeland Chamber
Manatee Chamber Miramar Pembroke Pines Chamber Nassau County Chamber
Northeast Polk Chamber Ormond Beach Chamber Oviedo-Winter Springs Chamber
Palm Coast-Flagler Regional Chamber Port Orange Chamber Sanibel Captiva Chamber
South Tampa Chamber Tampa Bay Beaches Chamber Tampa Bay Chamber
Tarpon Springs Chamber Venice Area Chamber West Orange Chamber
Ybor City Chamber

www.FLChamber.com/OnlineSalesTax



www.flchamber.com/workforcesurvey



V. A Look At The Economy & COVID-19
Dr. Jerry Parrish 



www.theFloridaScorecard.org

Unemployment rate drops to 6.4%

651,000 Floridians looking for work

-418,500 jobs year over year
(dropped another 10,900)

359,200 Open Jobs (+35,300)

Consumer Sentiment Increased to 82.2

New “Days since 1st Vaccine in Florida”
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Data Source:  U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, seasonally adjusted
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Industry Job Change Percent of Industry

Total – All Industries -418,500 -4.6%

Leisure & Hospitality -187,500 -14.9%

Professional & Business 
Services -53,800 -3.9%

Government -45,700 -4.1%

Trade, Transportation
& Utilities -43,800 -2.4%

Education & Health Services -25,500 -1.9%

Construction -11,700 -2.0%

Financial Activities -7,900 -1.3%

Manufacturing -6,600 -1.7%

Job Loss by Category:  October 2019 to October 2020

Accommodation -37.0%
Food Service     -10.3%



Year-over-year Jobs:  
November 2019 to November 2020

Data Source:  Florida Department of Economic Opportunity



County Labor Force Changes
Year-over-year

Data Source:  Florida Department of Economic Opportunity

Florida Year-over-Year:  Loss of 277,000 
people from the labor force.  -2.6%

Manatee lost 4,302 people.  -2.4% 



Source:  Opportunity Insights Economic Tracker

Florida

High: +5.5%

Middle: -0.8%

Low:  -16.0%



Source:  Opportunity Insights Economic Tracker

U.S.

High: +1.6%

Middle:  -4.4%

Low:  -21.0%

Florida

High: +5.5%

Middle: -0.8%

Low:  -16.0%



Source:  Opportunity Insights Economic Tracker

Florida’s Small Businesses



Data Source:  Federal Reserve Economic Data (FRED)

www.FlChamber.com/covidimpact

Percent of Florida’s Net New Jobs 
Created by Businesses with Less 

than 100 employees



Percent of Private-Sector Employment 
at Businesses with less than 100 

employees, by county

Source:  The Impact of the COVID-19 Pandemic on Florida’s Small Business 



Sign up at:  https://www.flchamber.com/events/



VI. Special Local Chamber Briefing with
Representative Blaise Ingoglia 



Session Preview with 
State Representative Blaise Ingoglia

Mark Wilson
President and CEO

Florida Chamber of Commerce

State Representative Blaise Ingoglia
House Commerce Committee Chair



Frank 
Walker

—

Vice President of 
Governmental Affairs

Florida Chamber of 
Commerce

fwalker@flchamber.com 



VII. 2021 Florida Legislative 
Session Preview



In August 2020, the Revenue Estimating Conference revised its general revenue estimates to 
show an anticipated loss of $3.4 billion from pre-pandemic estimates for FY 20-21.

COVID’s Impact on Florida’s Budget



Legal Reform



Legal Reform



Civil Liability for Damages Relating to COVID-19

HB 7: Sponsored by 
Rep. Lawrence McClure

SB 72: Sponsored by 
Sen. Jeff Brandes

HB 7 Committee References:
Civil Justice & Property Rights Subcommittee (On Agenda: 1/13/21 at 4:00 pm) 

Pandemics & Public Emergencies Committee
Judiciary Committee 

SB 72 Committee References:
not assigned

HB 7 and SB 72 (Identical)
What the Bill Does:
• Protect business entities, educational institutions, governmental 

entities, and religious institutions and its persons

• Heighten the standard 

• Support a good faith effort

• Apply retroactively

• Implement a 1 year statue of limitations  

What the Bill Does Not:
• Include health care providers or facilities

• Offer blanket immunity to bad actors

• Provide protections past the conclusion of the pandemic

• Deny injured parties the ability to have their day in court



Sales and Use Tax Legislation

HB 15: Sponsored by 
Rep. Chuck Clemons

SB 50: Sponsored by 
Sen. Joe Gruters

HB 15 Committee References:
not assigned

SB 50 Committee References:
Commerce and Tourism

Finance and Tax
Appropriations



“The Florida Retirement System’s 
pension liability jumped nearly 6 
percent this year, to $32.1 billion”

Another stiff pension bill 
looms for Florida schools

Pension Reform



State Metrics Leon County 
Metrics

Education and Workforce Training



Economic Development



27

Infrastructure



62

New Congress/Administration. New Normal?



VII. Florida Chamber Safety Council
In Action



www.flchambersafety.com



Work Care: Harnessing Mental Wellness in the Workplace
Dr. Aaron Weiner, PhD

Live Webinar on February 18, 2021 9-11a.m. EST 

OSHA 30hr General Industry Training
Diego A. Sanchez, CSP, ASP, OHST, CHST

February 23 - 26th 



VIII. Recruiting Better Local 
Candidates



2020 FIPL.org Report Card



2021 FIPL Goal: 12 Campaign Schools

Clay
Collier
Flagler
Gadsden
Gulf
Jackson
Madison
Martin
Miami-Dade

Okaloosa
Orange
Osceola
Pasco
Pinellas
Polk
Seminole
Suwannee
Walton

Contact Andrew Wiggins to schedule – awiggins@flchamber.com

Counties with 2021 Elections:



Campaign School and Community Leadership 
Training Agenda (online webinar)

Webinar Series (3 consecutive days)
• Webinar Day 1: Planning to Run, Leadership Opportunities and

Strength Finders Assessment
• Webinar Day 2: Campaign Planning, Organization and Operations
• Webinar Day 3: Campaign Communications, Grassroots and Get Out 

Vote

Webinar Schedule (select one time slot for three days; times flexible)
• Morning series: 9:30 am to 12:00 pm
• Evening series: 5:30 pm to 8:00 pm



Open Discussion and Q&A



#CHAMBERSTRONG
Wednesday, January 13, 2021

mwilson@flchamber.com
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