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“Florida is changing. Our economics, our demographics
and our politics are all changing and these changes are 
both opportunities and challenges.”

Mark Wilson
President & CEO, Florida Chamber of Commerce 



“The Florida Chamber is showing up day after day 
and making sure the right things happen in Florida.” 
– U.S. Senator Rick Scott 



Solutions 
(Research)

Actions 
(Lobbying & 
Grassroots)

Leadership 
(Elections)

Unifying The Business Community



The Florida 2030 Blueprint: Uniting Businesses For Good

17th to 10th

39 Goals

www.Florida2030.org



Six Pillars Are Uniting Florida Business For Good

“We must plan better for the next 5 million Floridians than we did for the last 5 million”



Creating Quality Jobs by Diversifying Florida’s Economy

Goal: Top 5 state 
for manufacturing 

jobs



Creating Quality Jobs by Diversifying Florida’s Economy

Goal: Top quartile 
most diversified 
state economy



Preparing Florida’s Infrastructure for 
Smart Growth and Development

Goal: Diverse, attainable 
housing to meet future 

demand



Preparing Florida’s Infrastructure for 
Smart Growth and Development

Goal: All major population and 
economic centers connected to 
regional, national, and global 

markets by high-capacity 
corridors



Infrastructure Coalition

Chair, Florida Chamber Infrastructure Coalition

www.FloridaChamber.com/InfrastructureCoalition



Connecting to global 
markets is just as 

important as connecting 
to and from Florida's 

communities.

www.flchamber.com/2018-infrastructure-coalition-report/



FOUR BIG GOALS

Invest in the Future
• ‘Dig once’ - Cross-sector infrastructure efficiencies
• Inter-agency coordination 
• Continue to develop P3s & to encourage a diverse mix of 

transportation revenue sources

Go Bold
• Multimodal/multipurpose investments 
• Future Corridors

Catalyze workforce Innovation
• Attract and retain the next generation of talent
• Build workforce skills to encourage innovation

Address Connectivity Gaps
• Focus on smart and strategic “connectivity” solutions
• The best connectivity solution is not always a new road



Infrastructure is Economic Development

Provide Your Input on the Next Trade & Logistics Report 
www.FloridaChamber.com/Trade3.0



Smarter Infrastructure Investments Are 
Important to Florida’s Future Growth



Many Modes, One Goal

Air Sea

Land Rail

Space



Trade and Logistics Equals More Innovation

Move more trade through 
Florida sea and air gateways.

Make, grow and refine more 
products for export in Florida.

Multiply the impacts of trade 
in Florida.

www.FloridaChamber.com/Manufacturing
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Building the Perfect Climate for Business

State Lawsuit Climate Report

#44
2015

#46
2017

#46
2019



Florida Hits 14 Million Registered Voters

35.79%
5,169,012

36.72%
5,303,254

27.49%
3,969,603

R NPA/OtherD

Florida Voter Registration –
2020 Book Closing

35.37%
4,550,311

37.92%
4,877,749

26.71%
3,435,713

Total: 14,441,869 Total: 12,863,773

Florida Voter Registration –
2016 Book Closing

Since 2016:
Voter Registration + 1,578,096

R + 618,701
D + 425,505

NPA/OTH + 533,890

2020 Overview:
D + 134,242 over R



Top Voter Concerns by 
Media Market 

Top Voter Concerns

Statewide COVID-19 JOBS POLICE
LAW & ORDER

OTHER

29 15 8 Healthcare 8%
Education 7%

Environment 4%

Jacksonville 22 13 20 Healthcare 7%

Gainesville 31 31 0 Healthcare 15%

Tallahassee 50 6 6 Environment 6%

Panama 
City/Pensacola

21 17 10 Healthcare 10%

Orlando/Daytona 28 15 7 Education 6%

Tampa/St. Pete 30 22 3 Healthcare 9%

Ft. Myers/Naples 41 13 21 Healthcare 8%

Broward/Miami 27 12 5 Healthcare 11%

Palm Beach 33 12 9 Education 9%

Statewide COVID-19 JOBS POLICE
LAW & ORDER

OTHER

29 15 8 Healthcare 8%
Education 7%

Environment 4%

Men 29 17 7 Healthcare 8%

Women 30 14 10 Education 8%

Rep 19 26 12 Education 9%

Dem 39 6 4 Healthcare 11%

Others 30 12 8 Healthcare 9%

White 32 18 8 Education 7%

Black 20 8 11 Healthcare 15%

Hispanic 25 14 5 Education 11%



www.flchambersafety.com



Florida Chamber Safety Council Advisory Board



Uniting Business Leaders for Good in Florida

2020 Transportation, Growth & Infrastructure Summit (Virtual)
December 8,9 2020

2021 Economic Outlook & Jobs Summit (Virtual)
January 28, 2021

2021 Southeastern Leadership Conference on Safety, Health & 
Sustainability
March 29, 30, & 31, 2021

2021 Florida Business Leaders Summit on Prosperity & 
Economic Opportunity
May 5, 2021



www.FLChamber.com/InfrastructureSummit
Register your entire team for $1,000 





Dr. Jerry Parrish – Chief Economist
jparrish@flchamber.com



www.theFloridaScorecard.org

$1.1 Trillion Economy (17th)

900 Net new people/day

$1.19 Million AGI/hour (24/7/365)

Florida created more than 1 out of 
11 U.S. jobs since 2015
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Data Source:  U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS)



Data Source:  U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, seasonally adjusted
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Industry Job Change Percent of Industry

Total – All
Industries -407,600 -4.5%

Leisure & Hospitality -198,500 -15.8%

Professional & Business 
Services -49,100 -3.5%

Government -39,000 -3.5%

Trade, Transportation
& Utilities -37,700 -2.1%

Education & Health 
Services -25,600 -1.9%

Construction -10,500 -1.8%

Manufacturing -5,900 -1.5%

Financial Activities -7,100 -1.2%

Job Loss by Category:  October 2019 to October 2020



Year-over-year Jobs:  
October 2019 to October 2020

Data Source:  Florida Department of Economic Opportunity



County Unemployment Rates 
October 2020

Data Source:  Florida Department of Economic Opportunity



Source:  Opportunity Insights Economic Tracker

Higher-wage jobs fared better than others in Florida and the U.S.

High >$60k
Middle $27 to $60k
Low <$27k

Florida 
-5.4%

High Wage
+2.9%

Middle Wage
-1.2%

Low Wage
-14.4%



Source:  Opportunity Insights Economic Tracker

Higher-wage jobs fared better than others in Florida and the U.S.

High >$60k
Middle $27 to $60k
Low <$27k

Florida 
-4.0%

High Wage
+2.9%

Middle Wage
-1.2%

Low Wage
-14.4%

U.S.
-6.5%

High Wage
+0.3%

Middle Wage
-4.6%

Low Wage
-19.3%



Data Source:  Federal Reserve Economic Data (FRED)

www.FlChamber.com/covidimpact

Percent of Florida’s Net New Jobs 
Created by Businesses with Less 

than 100 employees



Percent of Private-Sector Employment 
at Businesses with less than 100 

employees, by county

Source:  The Impact of the COVID-19 Pandemic on Florida’s Small Business 



Net Migration to Florida: 2019 

Alaska +2,433
Hawaii +2,245

Puerto Rico  +4,657

Top States for 
Net In-Migration

New York:  +38,512
New Jersey: +16,190
Pennsylvania: +15,336
Ohio:  +13,745
Michigan:  +11,727
Illinois:  +9,891
Maryland:  +7,095
Massachusetts: +6,096
Indiana:  +6,249
California:  +5,936
Connecticut:  +5,726Data Source:  U.S. Census Bureau

Net:  +144,310 from other states in 2019



Florida’s Next
4 Million People

Top Number:  Estimated Increase
Bottom Number:  Percent

Top Increases
1. Miami-Dade 496,400
2. Orange 381,600
3. Hillsborough 349,300
4. Broward 289,600
5. Palm Beach 240,700
6. Lee 207,600
7. Duval 181,500
8. Osceola 161,000
9. Polk 161,000
10. Pasco 126,900

Top Growth Rates
1. Osceola 39.6%
2. St. Johns 38.5%
3. Sumter 37.7%
4. Walton 32.4%
5. Flagler 29.8%
6. Lake 29.2%
7. Lee 26.3%
8. Nassau 26.1%
9. Orange 25.6%
10. Santa Rosa 24.0%

Data Source:  Bureau of Economic & Business Research (BEBR), University of Florida

Top 4:  
35.1%

Top 7:  
49.7%

Top 17:  
76.4%
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Florida's Next 4 Million People by Age Group

Data Source:  Bureau of Economic & Business Research (BEBR), University of Florida
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50% Increase - over 65
64% increase - over 70
77% increase - over 80

Data Source:  Bureau of Economic & Business Research (BEBR), University of Florida



Florida’s 
Under-18 
Poverty
There are 870,505 kids in Florida living in Poverty

“If you eliminated child poverty in 16 of Florida’s 983 zip codes, 
you would eliminate more than 10% of the state’s child poverty”

Concentration of Child Poverty:
Percent    Zip Codes

10% 16
20% 39
30% 69
40% 106
50% 150

Data Source:  U.S. Census, American Community Survey



St. Johns County
Under-18 Poverty

Data Source:  American Community Survey, U.S. Census Bureau

Top Number:  Zip Code
Middle Number:  Number of kids in Poverty
Bottom Number:  Under-18 Poverty Rate 



theFloridaGapMap.org

Under-18 Poverty numbers and 
rates for all 983 of Florida’s Zip 

Codes

3rd-grade reading scores for 
every Public School in Florida

List of schools by County, their 
3rd grade reading scores, and 
number of kids not reading at 

grade level



theFloridaGapMap.org

Under-18 Poverty numbers and 
rates for all 983 of Florida’s Zip 

Codes

3rd-grade reading scores for 
every Public School in Florida

List of schools by County, their 
3rd grade reading scores, and 
number of kids not reading at 

grade level



theFloridaGapMap.org



$7.25

$8.56

$10=38% higher
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$13=80% higher
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Florida and U.S. Minimum Wage – plus proposed increases

US Florida

Florida currently 18.0% 
higher than U.S. 
minimum wage

From $8.56 to $10.00 will be 
another 16.8% increase

Data Source:  Federal Reserve Economic Data (FRED)



Florida Chamber Foundation's Economic Outlook & Jobs Solution Summit
Thursday, January 28, 2021
1:00 – 4:00 p.m.



Download this presentation at
www.FLChamber.com/RingPower
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