
Welcome to the November 

Florida Chamber Board of 

Governors Virtual Meeting

Next Meeting: January 19, 2021



Florida’s Path Forward featuring U.S. Senator Rick Scott

November 23, 2020

mwilson@flchamber.com



I. Perspective from Our President & CEO – Mark Wilson

II. Florida’s Economic Outlook – Dr. Jerry Parrish

III. The Power of Free Enterprise – COVID-19: Businesses Uniting        

for Good

IV. From The Front Lines of Our Nation’s Capitol – U.S. Senator 

Rick Scott

V. Florida’s 2020 Political Roundup – Nick Catroppo

VI. Q&A – Mark Wilson

Today’s Member Only Briefing

Relaunching Florida, Together



II. Perspective from Our President & CEO 
Mark Wilson – President & CEO Florida Chamber of 

Commerce & Florida Chamber Foundation
mwilson@flchamber.com



Welcome to the Florida Chamber Foundation

Grab 
screenshot on 

9/1

New Foundation Community Development Partner

New Foundation Board of Trustee



Florida Chamber Safety Council Advisory Board



188 Nations / Territories – 14 Million Visitors

Grab 
screenshot on 

9/1



TheFloridaScorecard.org

COVID-19 Data



Current COVID-19 Trends and Outlook



Current COVID-19 Trends and Outlook



Current COVID-19 Trends and Outlook



How Has Florida Responded to COVID-19?

Too Restrictive

Not Restrictive 

Enough
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Florida Chamber Member to Offer First COVID-19 Vaccine 



Mary Mayhew

Former AHCA Secretary

Joe Jacquot

Former General Counsel 

Governor Ron DeSantis
Dr. Scott Rivkees

Florida Surgeon General

Shane Strum

Chief of Staff

Governor Ron DeSantis

Senator Marco Rubio 

U.S. Senate 

Governor Ron DeSantis

Governor of the State of Florida

Dr. Raphael Bostic

Federal Reserve Bank 

of Atlanta 

Andrew Wheeler

Administrator, U.S. EPA

Hosted 40+ Virtual Statewide Meetings with Over 15,000 Business Leaders

Jimmy Patronis

Chief Financial Officer 

of Florida

Senator Rick Scott

U.S. Senate 

Dr. Margaret Kitt

NIOSH Deputy Director

Thaddeus Bullard

Bullard Family Foundation

Michelle Dennard 

CareerSource Florida



Governor

Latest COVID Numbers Reported Daily at:

TheFloridaScoreCard.Org

&

Keep Up with the Latest COVID News

Governor

Weekly Facts Not Fear COVID Newsletter

• The latest news and analysis on COVID trends

• Safety Resources from the Florida Chamber Safety Council

• COVID Legislative News and Updates

• Florida Business and Free Enterprise at Work during COVID-19

@FlChamber



Since We Met Last

63 speakers over 9 
Hours 

For more information email llichtenberg@flchamber.com

40 speakers over 11 
Hours 

16 speakers over 8 
Hours 



Dr. Jerry Parrish – Chief Economist
jparrish@flchamber.com





III. Florida’s Economic Outlook
Dr. Jerry Parrish – Chief Economist
jparrish@flchamber.com



www.theFloridaScorecard.org

Unemployment rate drops to 6.5%

659,000 Floridians looking for work

-407,600 jobs year over year

323,900 Open Jobs

Consumer Sentiment Dropped to 

84.4
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Data Source:  U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, seasonally adjusted
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Industry Job Change Percent of Industry

Total – All

Industries
-407,600 -4.5%

Leisure & Hospitality -198,500 -15.8%

Professional & Business 

Services
-49,100 -3.5%

Government -39,000 -3.5%

Trade, Transportation

& Utilities
-37,700 -2.1%

Education & Health 

Services
-25,600 -1.9%

Construction -10,500 -1.8%

Manufacturing -5,900 -1.5%

Financial Activities -7,100 -1.2%

Job Loss by Category:  October 2019 to October 2020



Total Government October 2020 October 2019 Change Percent Change

Federal 154,400 143,900 10,500 7.3%

State 253,400 265,200 -11,800 -4.4%

Local 702,000 737,500 -35,500 -4.8%



Total Government October 2020 October 2019 Change Percent Change

Federal 154,400 143,900 10,500 7.3%

State 253,400 265,200 -11,800 -4.4%

State Government 

Education Services
138,000 149,700 -11,700 -7.8%

Local 702,000 737,500 -35,500 -4.8%

Local Government 

Education Services
320,700 365,000 -44,300 -12.1%



Total Government October 2020 October 2019 Change Percent Change

Federal 154,400 143,900 10,500 7.3%

State 253,400 265,200 -11,800 -4.4%

State Government 

Education Services
138,000 149,700 -11,700 -7.8%

State Government 

Excluding Education
115,400 115,500 -100 -0.1%

Local 702,000 737,500 -35,500 -4.8%

Local Government 

Education Services
320,700 365,000 -44,300 -12.1%

Local Government 

Excluding Education
381,300 372,500 8,800 2.4%



Year-over-year Jobs:  

October 2019 to October 2020

Data Source:  Florida Department of Economic Opportunity



County Unemployment Rates 

October 2020

Data Source:  Florida Department of Economic Opportunity



7.25

8.56

10=38% higher

11=52% higher
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Florida and U.S. Minimum Wage – plus proposed increases

US Florida

Florida currently 18.0% 

higher than U.S. 

minimum wage

From $8.56 to $10.00 would 

be another 16.8% increase

Data Source:  Federal Reserve Economic Data (FRED)





IV. From the Front Lines of our Nation’s Capitol

U.S. Senator Rick Scott 



U.S. Senator Rick Scott 



V. Florida’s 2020 Political Roundup 
Nick Catroppo – Vice President of Political Operations

ncatroppo@flchamber.com



Nick Catroppo
—

Vice President of Political Operations

Florida Chamber of Commerce

ncatroppo@flchamber.com



Recap and Analysis of the 
2020 Election 



An A+ Election for Florida Business
Chamber-backed candidates in the 2020 General Election won 97% of 
their races

Senate – 12 of 12 
House – 74 of 77

Election Cycle – 107 of 112 (includes Primary Election)



Governor

Ron DeSantis
—

Florida Chamber Political Action

Nick Catroppo
—

Vice President, Political Affairs

ncatroppo@flchamber.com



29%

40%

31%

Vote-By-Mail Early In-Person Election Day

Voting Method of Floridians –
2016 General Election 

Voting Method of Floridians –
2020 General Election

11.14 million Total Votes

44%
39%

17%

Vote-By-Mail Early In-Person Election Day

Voting Method of Floridians –
2016 General Election

9.58 million Total Votes



How it Looked: 2016 v 2020

2016 Florida Presidential Results
Trump (R) – 4,617,886 (49.02%)

Trump (R) +112,911

Clinton (D) – 4,504,975 (47.82%)
Third Party – 297,178 (3.16%)

2020 Florida Presidential Results
Trump (R) – 5,659,590 (51.24%)

Trump (R) +373,476

Biden (D) – 5,286,114 (47.86%)
Third Party – 100,254 (0.91%)

Third Party -196,924

Trump 2016 to 
Biden 2020 Counties:

Duval
Pinellas

Seminole



Chris Sprowls becomes Speaker – House 
Republicans Gain 5 Seats 

2020 Florida House Results Map
Seats Changing Party – 2018 to 
2020 Elections

2018 Florida House Elections
73 Republicans, 47 Democrats 

elected

2020 Florida House Elections
78 Republicans, 42 Democrats 

elected



Wilton Simpson Defeats Gary Farmer and 
becomes Senate President –
Republicans Gain 1 Seat 

2018 Election Florida Senate
23 Republicans, 17 Democrats

2020 Election Florida Senate
24 Republicans, 16 Democrats



Florida Congressional Map 
16 Republicans and 11 Democrats

5 New Members:
FL3 – Kat Cammack (R)

FL15 – Scott Franklin (R)
FL19 – Byron Donalds (R)

Republican Pick-Ups:
FL26 – Carlos Gimenez

FL27 – Maria Elvira Salazar

27



Amendment 2 Narrowly Passes Statewide

Red: Under 60% Support

Green: 60% or Higher Support

Amendment 2 Results*
Yes – 6,380,552 (60.81%)
No – 4,112,313 (39.19%)

*60% required for approval of 
amendments



The Future Impact on Florida’s Economy

Issues and Insights 

11/12/20

Visit www.flchamber.com/wagemandate to learn the 
“5 Things You Should Know” about Minimum Wage 

implementation 

“In another setback for pro-growth policy, 
Florida voters approved a measure incrementally 
increasing the state minimum wage to $15 per 
hour over the next five years…Rich States, Poor 
States estimates Florida’s economic outlook 
ranking will fall from seventh to 11th once the 
minimum wage reaches $15 per hour.”

http://www.flchamber.com/wagemandate


Turning to 2022 and
Redistricting 



Out of State Money Pours into Florida Elections in 2020

“Data from Advertising Analytics shows that Bloomberg’s super 
PAC, Independence USA, spent just more than $36 million in Florida 
between the months of September and November.”

“Forward Majority, for example, spent more than $32 million in an 
effort to flip state legislative chambers in Florida, Texas, Arizona and 
North Carolina.”

“A lot of money is spent in states like Florida, but how are they 
spending it? Don’t just invest in television ads. Invest in field,” said 
Florida state Rep. Anna Eskamani, one of the Democratic Party’s 
younger progressive voices gaining traction...”



Join our Florida Free Enterprise Fund 
Contact Nick Catroppo - ncatroppo@flchamber.com 



The 2022 Ballot

1 – U.S. Senate (Rubio) 

27 – U.S. House of Representatives

40 – Florida State Senate 
(Florida Senate is a 24-16 Republican majority) 

120 – Florida State House 
(Florida House is a 78-42 Republican majority)

State Attorney, Public Defender, County Commission, School Board 

5 – Florida Supreme Court Justices 
(Canady, Polston, Labarga, Couriel, Grosshans)

Constitutional Amendments? 

Governor, Attorney General, CFO, 
Commissioner of Agriculture 



Florida Institute for Political 
Leadership



50

4,500+ Electable Positions Across Florida 

60% on the ballot in the next 5 years 

Thousands of appointed officials make and shape policy for millions 

of Florida families and businesses.

By the end of 2020, we will have hosted 12 local schools throughout 

Florida – training over 350 potential candidates for office. 

www.fipl.org

Recruiting Better Candidates for Office 

http://www.fipl.org/


51

Local Chamber Host Testimonials

“Chambers that want to look at legislative and government affairs in a serious manner need to 
bring the FIPL training to their organization. This was truly a turn-key event for us that I know 
will pay dividends in our work in legislative affairs. The instructors and speakers were 
knowledgeable and skilled. Our Chamber has been looking for a program like, well actually this 
was a program that exceeded what we could have brought to the table. The comments, I have 
received from our members have been very positive. Looking forward to holding the program 
again.” 

-Robert Goltz, Miramar Pembroke Pines Regional Chamber of Commerce

“I submitted the survey, but on a personal note, wanted to provide my gratitude: I’ve 
completed a few political trainings (including New Leaders Council, Congressional Black Caucus 
Institute, and Florida Next). FIPL was as advertised and was well worth the wait.”

-Nicholas Glover, Tampa Bay Chamber of Commerce



Mark Wilson – President & CEO Florida Chamber of 

Commerce & Florida Chamber Foundation
mwilson@flchamber.com





Governor

Ron DeSantis
—

Next Board of Governors “Relaunching Florida, Together” 

Webinar

Tuesday, January 19th, 2pm EST

Register at 

www.FloridaChamber.com/Events





Free Downloadable Guide to Reopening Safely

Katie Yeutter

President, Florida 

Chamber Safety Council

kyeutter@flchamber.com

www.flchambersafety.com



November 2020 Board of Governors Call

mwilson@flchamber.com


