
Equality of Opportunity in America: 
Closing Coweta's Opportunity Gaps
Mark Wilson, President & CEO, Florida Chamber of Commerce



“In my view, the battle of this generation is between economic equality 
and economic opportunity – between those who believe that everyone is entitled to equal 
outcomes and those who believe everyone should have an equal opportunity at earned success.”

Mark Wilson Congressional Testimony- March 1, 2016



The Florida 2030 Blueprint: Uniting Businesses For Good
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Florida 2030 Blueprint Goal

Cut Florida’s 
childhood poverty in 

half, and ensure 
100% will have a 

pathway out.

www.FloridaChamber.com/Florida2030



Why the Florida Chamber Foundation is Leading the Effort

• Nearly 3,000,000 Floridians in poverty

• 870,505 kids in poverty

• 46% of Floridians can’t afford basic needs 
(ALICE/United Way). 



Closing Florida’s Equity Gaps:
Zip Code Analysis of Childhood Poverty

There are 870,505 kids 
in Florida living in 

Poverty

HALF (over 450,000) of children in 
poverty live in just 150 (15%) of 

Florida’s 983 Zip Codes

Data Source:  U.S. Census, American Community Survey



Is A Single Parent* In 
Florida Better Off Making 

$9/hour or $25/hour?

*with two kids under 5 and living in poverty.  



www.FloridaChamber.com/ProsperityInitiative



• Job Opportunities
• Education / Training
• Housing
• Transportation
• Health
• Food Security
• Child & Family Care
• Safety
• Justice
• Agency-Community Voice

10 Root Causes of Poverty and Paths to Prosperity



The Florida Chamber Foundation Fiscal Cliffs Report ($9/hr v.s. $25/hr)

www.FloridaChamber.com/ProsperityReport



Race/Ethnicity & Poverty Rates in Florida
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Poverty Rate in Florida by Race & Ethnicity 

• Florida’s poverty rates differ greatly along racial/ethnic lines, with minority groups 
noticeably more likely to fall below the poverty level.

• This is particularly true for Florida’s Black and Hispanic citizens. Black Floridians 
are more than twice as likely to live below poverty level than White Floridians.

Data Source: American Community Survey, US Census Bureau



Impact on Equality of Opportunity for Floridians
Even for those above the poverty level in these 150 zip codes, the impact of heightened 
levels of childhood poverty in these communities inhibits the opportunities afforded to the 
next generation of Floridians growing up there. The impact of this is most harshly felt by 
Black and Hispanic Floridians. A majority of Florida’s 3.2 million Black residents live in these 
zip codes where childhood poverty is most prevalent, and a Black Floridian is three times 
more likely than a White Floridian to live in one of these 150 zip codes.

17.7%

44.8%

54.4%

23.5%

WHITE HISPANIC BLACK OTHER

% of Floridians Living in Zip Codes with Highest Childhood Poverty, 
by Race & Ethnicity

Data Source: American Community Survey, US Census Bureau



Broward County: A Tale of Two Zip Codes
Far too often a child’s well-being and opportunity are determined not only by what community 
one is born into, but what portion of that community they live in. Zip code 33311 in Broward 
County contains more children living below the poverty level than any other in Florida yet is 

directly adjacent to a zip code with some of the lowest poverty levels in the state.

Zip Code:
33311

Zip Code:
33305

Population: 72,225
Under 18:  19,659
Under 18 Below Poverty:     9,042
Under 18 Poverty Rate:      46.0%

Population: 12,292
Under 18 Pop: 1,123
Under 18 Below Poverty:            17
Under 18 Poverty Rate:           1.5%

Demographics
White: 9.1%

Hispanic: 6.2%
Black: 83.6%
Other: 1.1%

Demographics
White: 78.2%

Hispanic: 12.6%
Black: 6.8%
Other: 2.4%

Data Source: American Community Survey, US Census Bureau



Elementary School Reading Scores by 
Childhood Poverty Rate of Your County 

Innovative Tools to Produce Measurable Results
To End Inequality of Opportunity

3rd Grade Reading Scores Map National Reveal September 10, 2020



Coweta County
Under-18 Poverty

Top Number:  Zip Code
Middle:  Number of Kids in Poverty
Bottom:  Under-18 Poverty rate

Data Source:  American Community Survey, U.S. Census Bureau

There are 564,594 kids in Georgia living 
in poverty – 22.9%

There are 5,579 kids in Coweta County 
living in poverty – 16.1%

Coweta has 24th-highest Number of 
kids in Poverty in Georgia

(of 159 counties)

20th best for Under-18 Poverty rate
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School
3rd Grade 

Reading Score City Zip
Glanton 42.9 Grantville 30220

Moreland 58.1 Moreland 30259
Arbor Springs 62.3 Newnan 30265
Arnco-Sargent 41.9 Newnan 30263

Ruth Hill 44.2 Newnan 30263
Brooks 66.0 Newnan 30263

White Oak 55.5 Newnan 30265
Newnan Crossing 63.1 Newnan 30265
Jefferson Parkway 44.0 Newnan 30263

Welch 45.2 Newnan 30265
Atkinson 41.3 Newnan 30263
Northside 67.2 Newnan 30263
Elm Street 64.4 Newnan 30263
Western 32.8 Newnan 30263

Odyssey Charter 37.8 Newnan 30265
Eastside 63.2 Senoia 30276

Coweta Charter 80.0 Senoia 30276
Willis Road 56.1 Sharpsburg 30277
Canongate 80.2 Sharpsburg 30277

Poplar Road 43.6 Sharpsburg 30277
Thomas Crossroads 68.2 Sharpsburg 30277



Data Source:  American Community Survey, U.S. Census Bureau

Martin County
Under-18 Poverty Top Number:  Zip Code

Middle Number:  Number of kids in Poverty
Bottom Number:  Under-18 Poverty Rate 



My comments –

Coweta Co much like 
Martin County.  Near 
major metro area 
(WPB-Broward-
Miami Dade MSA).
Wide range of under-
18 poverty.  Zip codes 
side by side with 
really good and really 
bad poverty rates.

Here 7.9% poverty 
rate and high-scoring 
schools



Right beside it is a zip 
code with 42.5% of 
their kids living in 
poverty.



In the zip code from 
before shows 34% 
of kids reading –
and 102 kids not 
reading at grade 
level.



This is a zip code 
with nearly 
average under-18 
poverty.  19.5% 
compared to 
16.1%.  Only two 
public schools 
(that reported) –
44 and 53 percent 
of their kids read 
at grade level



Click on bar on top 
“Reading Scores by….” 
and get the list of all 
schools in the county



One Zip Code at a Time








Keys To Success

• Always putting the long-term ahead of the short-term. 

• Expect setbacks, naysayers and criticisms. 

• Remember that awareness really matters!

• Private sector best practices are more efficient and effective 
than government solutions.



How It Works and Where You Can Lead



Zip Code: 32304 (Leon County)
Zip Code Quarterback: Dr. Jim Murdaugh (T.C.C.)
2018 Under-18 Poverty: 1,722
2017 Under-18 Poverty: 1,785
Year to Year Change: -63
Percent of Under-18 Poverty: 48.7%
Childhood Poverty Rank: 165th Out of 983 Zip Codes

Root Cause Zip Code Root Cause Leader

Job Opportunities Tallahassee Community College

Education CareerSource Capital Region

Affordable Housing The Kearney Center

Health Outcomes Tallahassee Memorial Healthcare

Food Security Big Bend 2nd Harvest

Safe Neighborhoods Leon County Sheriff’s Office

Justice Reform The Project on Accountable Justice

Child and Family 
Care

The Learning Pavilion

Agency & 
Community Voice

Capital Area Community Action Agency

Addressing the 10 Root Causes:
Leadership at the Zip Code Level

https://www.tcc.fl.edu/student-life/student-services/case-management-services/talons-market/
https://kearneycenter.org/
https://fightinghunger.org/


www.FloridaChamber.com/PromisingPractices

Promising Practices

Northend RISE & FP&L Back To School Event
• 675 Backpacks with School Supplies
• 68   Required Physicals
• 55   Dental Exams
• 12   Prescription Eyeglasses

Wayne Huizenga, Jr. 
tours Hope Place, a 
transitional housing 

environment for 
homeless students and 
their families in Volusia 

County



www.FloridaChamber.com/PromisingPractices



Download this presentation here: 
www.FLChamber.com/CowetaCounty
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