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Today’s Discussion Leaders

I. Eric Godet, President & CEO, Greater Gainesville Chamber of Commerce

II. Mark Wilson, President & CEO, Florida Chamber of Commerce

III. Greg Haile, President Broward College

IV. Eric Godet, President & CEO, Greater Gainesville Chamber of Commerce

V. Rep. Rene Plasencia, Florida House of Representatives  and the Florida 

Talent Development Council

VI. Panel Discussion and Q&A

Moderated by Michael Williams, Executive Director, Florida Prosperity Initiative



Ending Inequality in Florida Webinar Series Speakers



SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR SERIES SPONSORS & PARTNERS



Apprenticeships are a proven training method, benefitting both job seekers and businesses. 

Today, apprenticeships are expanding across both traditional and nontraditional industries into 

more than 1,200 occupations. Apprenticeship programs reduce turnover rates, increase 

productivity, lower the cost of recruitment and increase safety.

Learn more at apprenticeflorida.com.

http://apprenticeflorida.com/
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“In my view, the battle of this generation is between economic equality 

and economic opportunity – between those who believe that everyone is entitled to equal 

outcomes and those who believe everyone should have an equal opportunity at earned success.”

Mark Wilson Congressional Testimony- March 1, 2016



One Zip Code at a Time



The Florida 2030 Blueprint

www.Florida2030.org

10th17th

Largest Economy In The World



39 Goals to Create Economic Opportunity in Every Zip Code 



By the Numbers – The Florida Scorecard



Under-18 Poverty in Florida

There are 870,505 kids living in Poverty in Florida

Florida’s under-18 Poverty rate:  21.3%

Top Number:  Kids living in Poverty
Bottom Number:  Under-18 Poverty Rate

Data Source:  American Community Survey, U.S. Census Bureau
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By the Numbers – The Florida Scorecard



Florida’s 
Under-18 
Poverty
There are 870,505 kids in Florida living in Poverty

“If you eliminated child poverty in 16 of Florida’s 983 zip codes, 
you would eliminate more than 10% of the state’s child poverty”

Concentration of Child Poverty:
Percent    Zip Codes

10% 16
20% 39
30% 69
40% 106
50% 150

Data Source:  U.S. Census, American Community Survey



Is A Single Parent In 

Florida Better Off Making 

$9/hour or $50,000?



Fiscal Cliffs Are Roadblocks to Prosperity

www.FloridaChamber.com/ProsperityReport



Paths to Prosperity and 10 Root Causes of Poverty

Job Opportunities

Education / Training

Housing

Transportation

Health

Food Security

Child & Family Care

Safety

Justice

Agency-Community 

Voice



www.FloridaChamber.com/ProsperityInitiative



Data Source:  American Community Survey, U.S. Census Bureau

Palm Beach County Under-18 Poverty

Top Number:  Zip Code
Middle Number:  Number of kids in Poverty
Bottom Number:  Under-18 Poverty Rate 



Data Source:  American Community Survey, U.S. Census Bureau

Volusia County 
Under-18 Poverty

Top Number:  Zip Code
Middle Number:  Number of kids in poverty
Bottom Number:  Under-18 poverty rate



Data Source:  American Community Survey, U.S. Census Bureau

Hillsborough County
Under-18 Poverty

Top Number:  Zip Code
Middle Number:  Number of kids in poverty
Bottom Number:  Under-18 poverty rate



Broward County: A Tale of Two Zip Codes

Far too often a child’s well-being and opportunity are determined not only by what community 

one is born into, but what portion of that community they live in. Zip code 33311 in Broward 

County contains more children living below the poverty level than any other in Florida yet is 

directly adjacent to a zip code with some of the lowest poverty levels in the state.

Zip Code:

33311

Zip Code:

33305

Population: 72,225

Under 18:  19,659

Under 18 Below Poverty:     9,042

Under 18 Poverty Rate:      46.0%

Population: 12,292

Under 18 Pop: 1,123

Under 18 Below Poverty:            17

Under 18 Poverty Rate:           1.5%

Demographics

White: 9.1%

Hispanic: 6.2%

Black: 83.6%

Other: 1.1%

Demographics

White: 78.2%

Hispanic: 12.6%

Black: 6.8%

Other: 2.4%

Data Source: American Community Survey, US Census Bureau



Marion County: Children Left Behind in 34475

Among zip codes with at least 10,000 persons residing in 

them, no zip code sees a higher percentage of its children 

below the poverty level than 34475, located in Marion 

County. More than two-thirds (67.4%) of children living in this 

zip code live in poverty.

Population: 11,292

Population 

Below Poverty:    4,644

Poverty Rate:      41.1%

Under 18 Pop.:    2,869

Under 18 

Below Poverty:    1,934

Under 18 

Poverty Rate:      67.4%

Demographics

White: 32.6%

Hispanic: 12.5%

Black: 52.5%

Other: 2.4%

Data Source: American Community Survey, US Census Bureau



Leon County: Poverty’s Footprint in the State Capital

Population: 40,627

Population 

Below Poverty:  22,189

Poverty Rate:      54.6%

Under 18 Pop.:    3,536

Under 18 

Below Poverty:    1,722

Under 18 

Poverty Rate:      48.7%

Demographics

White: 48.0%

Hispanic: 8.5%

Black: 36.6%

Other: 6.9%

Among zip codes with populations greater than 10,000, 

only one has a poverty level among all residents above 

50%: 32304 in Leon County. 

While childhood poverty is slightly lower than poverty 

among all residents, nearly half of all children in this zip 

code live in poverty.

Data Source: American Community Survey, US Census Bureau



Race/Ethnicity & Poverty Rates in Florida

10.5%

18.9%

23.5%

12.9%

0.0% 5.0% 10.0% 15.0% 20.0% 25.0%

non-Hispanic White

Hispanic

Black

Other

Poverty Rate in Florida by Race & Ethnicity 

• Florida’s poverty rates differ greatly along racial/ethnic lines, with minority groups 

noticeably more likely to fall below the poverty level.

• This is particularly true for Florida’s Black and Hispanic citizens. Black Floridians 

are more than twice as likely to live below poverty level than White Floridians.

Data Source: American Community Survey, US Census Bureau



Impact on Equality of Opportunity for Floridians

Even for those above the poverty level in these 150 zip codes, the impact of 

heightened levels of childhood poverty in these communities inhibits the 

opportunities afforded to the next generation of Floridians growing up there. The 

impact of this is most harshly felt by Black and Hispanic Floridians. A majority of 

Florida’s 3.2 million Black residents live in these zip codes where childhood poverty 

is most prevalent, and a Black Floridian is three times more likely than a White 

Floridian to live in one of these 150 zip codes.

17.7%

44.8%

54.4%

23.5%

0.0%

10.0%

20.0%

30.0%

40.0%

50.0%

60.0%

White Hispanic Black Other

% of Floridians Living in Zip Codes with Highest Childhood Poverty, by Race & 
Ethnicity

Data Source: American Community Survey, US Census Bureau



See Your Zip Code Childhood Poverty Rates

Visit: ProsperityFL.org 
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• - Get closer to the problem

• - Change the narrative

• - Be willing to be 
uncomfortable

• - Stay hopeful

• Courtesy of Bryan Stevenson, author of Just Mercy

• Adapted from the Racial Equity Institute’s Measuring Racial Equity: 
A Groundwater Approach



• THE FISH AND THE LAKE

• Adapted from the Racial Equity Institute’s Measuring Racial Equity: 
A Groundwater Approach



• “If you can’t measure it, you 
can’t improve it.”

• - Peter Drucker

• Adapted from the Racial Equity Institute’s Measuring Racial Equity: 
A Groundwater Approach



• We brought the Racial Equity Institute 
in via webinar to present “Measuring 
Racial Equity: A Groundwater 
Approach” to members and the 
community. 

• Here’s what we learned:

• Racial inequity looks the 
same across systems

• Socio-economic difference 
does not explain racial 
inequity

• Systems contribute 
significantly to disparities



• In fact, racial inequity persists in every system across the 
country, without exception. 

• Adapted from the Racial Equity Institute’s Measuring Racial Equity: 
A Groundwater Approach

System Term Definition

Child Welfare Disproportionality Refers to the proportion of ethnic or racial groups of children in child welfare compared to those groups in the general 

population.1

Health Health Disparity Healthcare disparities refer to differences in access to or availability of facilities and services. Health status disparities 

refer to the variation in rates of disease occurrence and disabilities between socioeconomic and/or geographically 

defined population groups.2

Juvenile Justice Disproportionate Minority Contact Refers to the disproportionate number of minority youth who come into contact with the juvenile justice system. 3

Education 
(Achievement)

Achievement Gap When one group of students (such as, students grouped by race/ethnicity, gender) outperforms another group and the 

difference in average scores for the two groups is statistically significant 4

Education 
(Special Ed.)

Disproportionate Representation Refers to the “overrepresentation” and “underrepresentation” of a particular demographic group in special education 

programs relative to the presence of this group in the overall student population. 5

Economic 
Development

Historically Underutilized 
Businesses

Businesses that are disadvantaged and are deemed in need of assistance to compete successfully in the marketplace.
6



• In every location, blacks are 2-9x more likely to experience a 
negative outcome compared to whites

• Adapted from the Racial Equity Institute’s Measuring Racial Equity: 
A Groundwater Approach. Image depicts California-specific 
outcomes. 



In 2017, seven partners, including the 
Greater Gainesville Chamber, the 
University of Florida, Santa Fe College, 
Alachua County, the City of Gainesville, 
UF Health and the Alachua County 
School District commissioned a baseline 
report grounded in quantitative findings 
to document and provide insights about 
the extent, nature and source of racial 
inequality in Alachua County. 

The study was conducted by the Bureau 
of Economic and Business Research at 
UF. 

In 2018, the report was 
released. It documented 
that:

By and large, minorities 
fared worse than whites in 
outcomes across health, 
education, income and 
other categories. 

Across all categories, 
Blacks fared the worst. 
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Florida Prosperity Initiative

2030 Goal Leader: <10% of Florida children live in poverty 
and 100% have a pathway out.



Crime rate rank among the 
Lowest 10 states



2030 Goal Leader:

Top 5 state for overall well being





The Florida Prosperity Initiative has a place for you:

• 1 Statewide Prosperity Advisory Council

• 67 Counties- County Prosperity Initiatives

• 983 Zip Codes- Zip Code Champions

• Stakeholders

Next Steps



Join Us Next Week!




