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• Ongoing Global Pandemic (COVID-19)

• Overdue Focus on Equality of Opportunity 

and Social Justice

• Global Recession With Unknown Duration

• Presidential Election – Florida Matters Most

• Hurricane Season

The Environment for Leadership is Unprecedented



188 Nations / Territories – 14 Million Visitors



Back to the Future – College Football in 1918 (Spanish Flu)
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Manufacturing Matters



The Florida 2030 Blueprint

www.Florida2030.org

10th17th
Largest Economy In The World



www.theFloridaScorecard.org

Florida has $1.1 Trillion GDP (17th) 

$1.19 Million AGI moves to Florida 24/7/365

Pre-COVID = 900 net new people/day

COVID-19 Data – State and County Level

Unemployment Rate Up – by 1 percentage point

1.13 Million Floridians looking for work



Palm Beach County Metrics



Palm Beach County Metrics



Governor Ron DeSantis (August 24, 2020)



Governor DeSantis & First Lady Casey DeSantis
Mental Health Awareness in a COVID-19 Environment



Does your company have a childcare policy 
in place if students are not allowed to return to 

traditional classroom education in the Fall?

YES 26%
NO 50% 
UNSURE 24%



Do you believe your community has reopened too slowly,
too quickly, or just right?

Too slowly 15% (Previously 8%)
Too quickly 27% (Previously 
47%)
Just right 58% (Previously 
45%)



Describe how you’re feeling about 
the future of your business right now:

Optimistic 33%
Somewhat Optimistic 36%
Neutral 20%
Somewhat Pessimistic 10%
Pessimistic 1%



TAB VII

How Has Florida Responded to COVID-19?

Too Restrictive

Not Restrictive 
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Population

Cases

Hospitalizations

Deaths 
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Year-over-Year Job Change:  
July ’19 to July ‘20

Data Source:  Florida Department of Economic Opportunity

Heat Map on Percentages (not shown)



Data Source:  Florida Department of Economic Opportunity

Unemployment Rates 
for July 2020



Data Source:  Bureau of Labor Statistics, QCEW, 2019 Annual Averages

Category Palm Beach County 
Jobs - 552,780 Total

Palm Beach
County Florida U.S.

Service-providing 488,199 88.3% 86.9% 82.5%
Goods-producing 64,581 11.7% 13.1% 17.5%

Natural resources and mining 6,593 1.2% 0.9% 1.5%
Construction 37,888 6.9% 7.2% 5.9%
Manufacturing 20,101 3.6% 4.9% 10.1%
Trade, transportation, and utilities 111,895 20.2% 23.1% 21.8%
Information 9,586 1.7% 1.8% 2.3%
Financial activities 40,940 7.4% 7.5% 6.6%
Professional and business 
services 106,683 19.3% 17.8% 16.8%

Education and health services 103,281 18.7% 16.9% 18.3%
Leisure and hospitality 89,362 16.2% 16.1% 13.0%
Other services 25,786 4.7% 3.6% 3.6%

Palm Beach County Industry Mix



Industry Job Change Percent of Industry

Total – All
Industries -497,700 -5.6%

Leisure & Hospitality -254,400 -20.3%

Professional & Business 
Services -74,700 -5.3%

Trade, Transportation
& Utilities -58,500 -3.2%

Other Services -33,900 -9.6%

Education & Health 
Services -33,200 -2.5%

Manufacturing -12,900 -3.4%

Financial Activities -9,200 -1.6%

Construction -2,300 -0.4%

Job Loss by Category:  July 2019 to July 2020



Source:  Opportunity Insights Economic Tracker

FloridaU.S.

-0.5%
High Wage

-6.0%
Middle Wage

-15.7%
Low Wage





Paths to Prosperity and 10 Root Causes of Poverty

• Job Opportunities
• Education / Training
• Housing
• Transportation
• Health
• Food Security
• Child & Family Care
• Safety
• Justice
• Agency-Community Voice



Under-18 Poverty in Florida

There are 870,505 kids living in Poverty in Florida

Florida’s under-18 Poverty rate:  21.3%

Top Number:  Kids living in Poverty
Bottom Number:  Under-18 Poverty Rate

Data Source:  American Community Survey, U.S. Census Bureau



Data Source:  American Community Survey, U.S. Census Bureau

Palm Beach County Under-18 Poverty

Top Number:  Zip Code
Middle Number:  Number of kids in Poverty
Bottom Number:  Under-18 Poverty Rate 
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A Tale of Two Zip Codes
Far too often a child’s well-being and opportunity are determined not only by what community 

one is born into, but what portion of that community they live in. Zip code 33404 in Palm 
Beach County has a level of childhood poverty that more than double the county average 

while neighboring 33410 benefits from some of the lowest levels of children in poverty.

Zip Code:
33404

Demographics
White: 22.4%

Hispanic: 4.0%
Black: 70.9%
Other: 2.7%

Demographics
White: 75.9%

Hispanic: 13.6%
Black: 5.4%
Other: 5.1%

Zip Code:
33410

Population: 28,663
Under 18:  6,890
Under 18 Below Poverty:     2,936
Under 18 Poverty Rate:      42.6%

Population: 35,344
Under 18 Pop: 5,621
Under 18 Below Poverty:          254
Under 18 Poverty Rate:           4.5%

Data Source: American Community Survey, US Census Bureau



www.FloridaChamber.com/PromisingPractices

Promising Practices

Respect + Integrity + Strength = Equity 



Data Source:  American Community Survey, U.S. Census Bureau

33407 Data
• Total Population: 30928
• Number of Citizens 18 & Over: 19,496
• Population Under 18: 6,827
• Kids in Poverty: 2,296  (34.6%)
• Population 25 years and over with Less than 9th grade 

education: 1,950 (9.2%)
• Population 25 years and over without a high school diploma: 

2,482 (11.7%)
• Population 25 years and over only high school graduate: 

6,528 (30.8 %)
• Total Number of Households: 10,719
• Median Household Income: $41,085
• Total Housing Units: 13,123
• Total vacant units: 2,404 (18.3%)
• Total Renter-occupied units: 6,143 (57.3%)
• Homes with no vehicle available: 1,409 (13.1%)
• Housing units with mortgage of 35% or more of monthly 

income: 1,047 (35.8%)
• Housing unites with rent of 35% or more of monthly income: 

3,245 (58.1%)



 Short Term “Stucks” 
Create Long Term 
Opportunities

 R&D

 Manufacturing

 Supply Chains

Reimagining Florida’s Future
Could South Florida Become America’s Next Manufacturing Hub

The Florida Chamber Safety Council #19 Car at Rolex 24 in Daytona 2020



COVID-19 Liability Protections



Help Shape Florida’s Business Agenda

https://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/5761148/2021-Florida-s-Business-Agenda-Survey



Governor
Ron DeSantis

—

2020 Virtual Future of Florida Forum

Register at 
www.FloridaChamber.com/Events

Relaunch & Reimagine Florida’s Future
Stronger Together, Reuniting Business For Good

Tuesday, October 20 – Thursday, October 22
1 – 4 p.m. EDT Each Day



Download this presentation at 
www./FloridaChamber.com/PalmBeachNorth
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