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I. Welcome and What to Expect Today
II. Survey Results – What You Told Us 
III.Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta President 

Dr. Raphael W. Bostic 
IV.Open Discussion and Q&A 
V.The Economics of the Recovery

Dr. Jerry Parrish

Today’s “Florida’s Economic Relaunch” Agenda



“There cannot be a crisis next 
week. My schedule is already full.”

– Henry A. Kissinger 



The Environment for Leadership

• Ongoing Global Pandemic (COVID-19)
• Overdue Focus on Equality of Opportunity and 

Social Justice
• Global Recession With Unknown Duration

• Presidential Election – Florida Matters Most

• Hurricane Season



Pre and Post COVID-19: 
Florida at a Glance  

• The 3rd most populous state growing by 900 people every day, 810 from 
outside U.S. 

• Creating 1 in every 11 U.S. jobs since 2015
• The world’s 17th largest economy 

• Unemployment at 2.8% with 340,800 unfulfilled jobs
• 20th most diversified economy in the U.S. 

In February 2020, Florida was: In February 2020, Florida had:



Relaunch Florida Alignment

Aligning national, state and local guidelines for reopening 
Florida in a strategic way that ensures the safety of all 
Floridians.

White House 
guidelines to 

reopening America 
(3 phases)

Gov. DeSantis /
State Level

Local 
Framework



Florida Chamber 
Survey Results –
What You Told Us



Now that we’ve transitioned into Phase 2 of the Governor’s Step-
by-Step Executive Order, which statement best describes how 

you believe Florida is doing relative to other states?

I believe Florida is doing a better job than most states 38%
I believe Florida’s reopening is comparable to most states 40%
I believe Florida is doing a worse job than other states 10%
Unsure 12%



How do you feel your community has handled phased-in 
reopening?

Excellent 12%
Very good 31%
Good 39%
Fair 15%
Poor 3%



Do you believe your community has reopened too slowly, 
too quickly, or just right?

Too slowly 7%
Too quickly 31%
Just right 62%



If Florida experiences a significant resurgence of the coronavirus, 
which of the following best describes how you feel?

The economy needs to remain open regardless 28%
The Governor should implement another executive order     7%
Mandatory safety measures should be put in place 46%
All of the above 19%



Describe how you’re feeling about the future of your 
business right now:

Optimistic 26%
Somewhat Optimistic 39%
Neutral 26%
Somewhat pessimistic 8%
Pessimistic 1%



• July 22nd: Community Voice, Safety & Justice
• July 29th : Child Care & Families
• August 5th: Food Security & Health
• August 12th: Education & Jobs
• August 19th: Housing, Homelessness & Transportation

Unifying Florida’s Business Community to End Inequality of Opportunity 

To register, or for sponsorship opportunities, visit ProsperityFL.org
or contact Michael Williams at mwilliams@FLFoundation.org. 

http://www.prosperityfl.org/
mailto:mwilliams@FLFoundation.org


www.thefloridascorecard.org



Ending Inequality

Florida 2030 Goal: Cut the number 
of children in poverty in HALF 
(from 21% down to 10%)

870,505 kids under-18 living in poverty 

• Florida has 983 zip codes
• Half of all children in poverty live in just 15% of 

Florida’s zip codes (150)

www.FloridaChamber.com/ProsperityReport



Top 150 Under-18 
Poverty Zip Codes

Data Source:  U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey

In these Zip Codes are:

59.9% of Florida’s Black Population in Poverty
54.4% of Florida’s Black Population
50.1% of Florida’s Under-18 Poverty
35.7% of Florida’s White, non-Hispanic, Population 

in Poverty
30.6% of Florida’s Total Population
25.2% of Florida’s White, non-Hispanic, Population





• July 22nd: Community Voice, Safety & Justice
• July 29th : Child Care & Families
• August 5th: Food Security & Health
• August 12th: Education & Jobs
• August 19th: Housing, Homelessness & Transportation

5 Part Florida Chamber Foundation Virtual Series on
Ending Inequality of Opportunity in Florida

To register, or for sponsorship opportunities, visit ProsperityFL.org
or contact Michael Williams at mwilliams@FLFoundation.org. 

http://www.prosperityfl.org/
mailto:mwilliams@FLFoundation.org




Dr. Raphael W. Bostic 
President and CEO

Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta 





Dr. Jerry 
Parrish

—

Chief Economist

Florida Chamber
Foundation

jparrish@flchamber.com





In References Section:



Lifetime Returns to State and 
Federal Government 

Taxpayers

CNA:  $109,000/person

CNA to RN:  $289,000/person

Total:   $398,000/person to RN

Results from Atlanta Federal Reserve Benefits Cliffs Paper





Industry Job Loss Percent

Total – All Industries -850,400 -9.5%

Leisure & Hospitality -460,500 -36.8%

Trade, Transportation 
& Utilities -123,800 -6.9%

Professional & Business 
Services -104,500 -7.5%

Education & Health 
Services -73,300 -5.5%

Other Services -34,100 -9.6%

Financial Activities -16,100 -2.7%

Manufacturing -15,200 -4.0%

Construction +4,900 +0.9%

Job Loss by Category:  May 2019 to May 2020



Unemployment Rate:  
May 2020

1. Osceola 31.1%
2. Orange 23.2%
3. Lake 20.6%
4. Polk 19.1%
5. Monroe 17.7%
6. Broward 16.0%
7. Flagler 14.8%
8. Hernando 14.7%
9. Seminole 14.5%
10. Volusia 14.4%

Top 10 Counties

Data Source:  Florida Department of Economic Opportunity

Florida
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mwilson@flchamber.com



Governor DeSantis’ School Reopening and CARES Act Plan

Contact Matthew Choy for questions at mchoy@flchamber.com



Florida Chamber Litigation and Regulatory Reform Center 

LCC Sign-On Letter
Letter to Senate Majority Leader 

“If we want even an outside shot at the kind of brisk re-
hiring that American workers deserve, we have to make 
sure opportunistic trial lawyers are not lurking on the 
sidewalk outside every small business in America, 
waiting to slap them with a lawsuit the instant they turn 
the lights back on."

“We are not going to stand idly by while a small group of 
wealthy lawyers vacuum up this relief money and redirect 
it into their own pockets.” Senator McConnell  (5.12.20)

FloridaChamber.com/LitigationCenter



TAB III
Making Florida the Safest State in America - Florida Chamber Safety Council



6,656
(31.85%)

5,458
(26.12%)

8,784
(42.03%)

Newly Registered 
Voters –

April 2020

Republican Democratic NPA/Other

4,883,387
(35.36%)

5,158,770
(37.35%)

3,769,445
(27.29%)

Florida
Registered Voters – as of April 

30th, 2020

Republican Democratic NPA/Other

Voter Registration 

Total: 13,811,602 Total: 20,898



*can be accomplished by legislation

Ballot 
Number Title of Amendment Ballot Method Money Raised 

1 Citizenship Requirement to Vote in 
Florida Elections Paid $2,455,169.00 

2 Raising Florida's Minimum Wage* Paid $4,942,616.93 

3
All Voters Vote in Primary 

Elections for State Legislature, 
Governor and Cabinet

Paid $6,975,571.90 

4 Voter Approval of Constitutional 
Amendments Paid $165,500.00

5
Limitation on Homestead 

Exemptions
(HJR 369)

Approved by 
Legislature -

Proposed Constitutional Amendments on the 2020 Ballot



Voter Concerns by Media Market Top Voter Concerns

What Florida Voters Are Thinking About
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