
Florida’s Economy: 

The Relaunch Begins

May 15, 2020





Today’s “Relaunch Florida” Agenda

I. Welcome and What to Expect Today

II. Tracking COVID-19 in Your Community

III. Florida Chamber Survey Results

IV. Mark Wilson:

Relaunch Florida Framework and Phase 2

V. Dr. Jerry Parrish: 

Health and Economic Data and Analysis   

VI. Open Discussion and Q&A



• Purpose of today’s webinar

• How to track your county’s daily trends

• What you told us

• What relaunching Florida’s economy looks like for 

your businesses and community

• Q&A

o How to ask questions

I. Welcome and What to Expect Today



188 Nations/Territories – 14 Million Annual Visitors
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Source: Hong Kong Government Data Repository, Singapore Ministry of Health, Taiwan Center for Disease Control, press search

Every Florida Community is Unique 
We Must Get This Right

Singapore 

(troubling 

resurgence)

Easing

30 average cases per day

Containment

3 average cases

per day Mar 6

Minister of Nat’l Dev. 

urges new focus on 

health and hygiene

Mar 16

New 14-day quarantine 

for most incoming 

travelers

Apr 3

Most offices, all 

schools close

Apr 7

Ban on all non-

family gathering

Hong Kong

(uncertain 

progress)

Resurgence & New Restrictions

40 average cases per day 

Containment

3 average 

cases per day

Easing

6 average cases per day

Mar 2

Civil servants return 

to work and private 

employers follow suit

April 2

All civil servants 

WFH, private 

sector follows

Mar 25

All non-residents 

barred from entering 

the territory

South Korea 

(consistent 

improvement)

Easing

36 average cases per day 

Surge

153 average 

cases per day

Heavy restrictions imposed

401 average cases

Feb 25

Aggressive precautions, but 

businesses remain open

Feb 20

Self-

quarantines 

ramp up

Throughout March

Widespread drive-through testing sites, 

strict quarantine measures imposed 

(i.e., mandatory app registration)
Mar 16

Most travel 

restrictions removed

March April

March

February AprilMarch

Improving

7 average 

cases per 

day 

Resurgence & New Restrictions

327 average cases per day
Apr 14

Wearing a mask 

compulsory in public

April



COVID-19 Scorecard Tracker

Share with your team at TheFloridaScorecard.org



COVID-19 Scorecard Tracker



COVID-19 Scorecard Tracker



Connecting Business to Answers

Mary Mayhew

Secretary
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General Counsel 

Governor Ron DeSantis

Dr. Scott Rivkees

State Surgeon General
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Shane Strum
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Next “Relaunch Florida” Webinar

Register at 

www.FloridaChamber.com/Events

May 29, 2:00 p.m. EDT



III. Florida Chamber 

Survey Results



As you begin to restart your business, 

what will be your biggest challenge?

Retaining customers 31%

Liquidity/cash flow 20%

Bringing back employees 8%

My business is doing fine 8%

Vendors/supply chain 4%

Ramping up production to meet demand 4%

Other 25% 



Concerned

Not Concerned
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Concerned Not Concerned

How concerned are you about the possibility of you or someone 
from your immediate family being infected with COVID-19?



The Governor’s Step-by-Step Executive Order is now in 

effect and begins a methodical reopening to Florida’s 

economy. Which response best describes your familiarity 

with the new Executive Order?

I’m well-versed and understand what it means to my community 66%

Familiar with it and have a partial understanding, but need to learn more 31%

I’m a bit in the dark and need a better understanding 2%

It doesn’t apply to me or I don’t care 1%

N/A 0%



In light of the new Executive Order, please describe your 

“mood” as many businesses begin to reopen and Floridians 

return to work.

Optimistic 15%

Cautiously optimistic 69%

Pessimistic 2%

Concerned (that we’re reopening too quickly) 11%

Unsure 3%

N/A 0%



Do you believe that Congress and/or the Florida legislature 

should pass liability protections for businesses related to 

frivolous COVID-19 litigation?

Yes 70%

No 3%

Unsure 27%

N/A 0%



Would you benefit from customizable safety training to keep your 

employees and customers safe while limiting your exposure to 

frivolous litigation resulting from COVID infections?

Yes 37%

Maybe 47%   (84%)

No 16%

N/A 0%



Key Recommendations

1- We suggest that local, state and 
federal agencies coordinate so 

that employers have clear, concise 
and consistent guidelines.

2- Liability protections must be 
considered for all frontline and 
essential (and non-essential) 

businesses who have provided a 
continuity of service throughout 

this crisis.

3- Small businesses need special 
considerations

4- Childcare and transportation for 
essential workers should be a 

priority.

5- Certainty and consistency in the 
application of any rules around 

reopening should be prioritized to 
the greatest extent 

possible…State guidance should 
supersede local guidance to 

maximize clarity.



“Our response 

must not be 

slowed, weakened, 

or exploited to set 

up the biggest trial 

lawyer bonanza in 

history.”



IV. Relaunch Florida 

Task Force   
Framework for Local Leadership 

Uniting Business for Good



Relaunch Florida Alignment

Aligning national, state and local guidelines for reopening 
Florida in a strategic way that ensures the safety of all 
Floridians.

White House 

guidelines to 

reopening America 

(3 phases)

Gov. DeSantis /

State Level

Local 

Framework



















FloridaChamber.com/Coronavirus



V. Health and Economic Data and Analysis
Dr. Jerry Parrish 



Cumulative COVID-19 

Cases:

Updated May 14, 2020

Florida Cases:   43,210

Increase in Cases:  808

Avg. Daily New Cases:  680

Hospitalized:     7,749

Total People Tested:   609,574

Increase in Tests:   14,096

Percent Positive:  7.1%

Florida Deaths:    1,875

Increase in Deaths:  48

Data Source:  Florida Department of Health COVID-19 Dashboard



Top Percent of New Cases 
Miami-Dade 28.1%

Palm Beach 13.8%

Broward 11.6%

Total 53.6%

Average Daily COVID-19 

Case Increase:  

Updated May 14, 2020

Data Source:  Florida Department of Health COVID-19 Dashboard
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Data Source:  Florida Department of Economic Opportunity
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1.9 Million Claims Submitted

1.4 Million are Unique

U.S. Unemployment Rate: 14.7%



Rank Category

Annual Avg 

Receipts 

2018-19 

$Billion

Avg Percent 

2018-19

1 Automotive Dealers 4.00 14.4%

2 General Merchandise Stores 3.71 13.3%

3 Restaurants and Catering Services 2.74 9.8%

4 Lease or Rental of Commercial Real Property 1.91 6.8%

5 Hotel/Motel Accommodations 1.72 6.2%

6 Food & Beverage Stores 1.34 4.8%

7 Building Materials Dealers 1.31 4.7%

8 Wholesale Dealers 1.09 3.9%

9 Amusement & Recreation Services 1.05 3.8%

10 Apparel & Accessory Stores 1.01 3.6%

11 Manufacturing 0.75 2.7%

17 Consumer Electronics, Computers, Music Stores 0.63 2.3%

18 Home Furniture, Furnishings & Equipment 0.59 2.1%

19 Utilities, Electric, Gas, Water, Sewer 0.56 2.0%

20 Rental of Tangible Personal Property 0.41 1.5%

21 Automotive Accessories & Parts 0.37 1.3%

22 Automobile Repair & Services 0.35 1.2%

Total 23.55 84.4%



-16.4%

8.4%

-3.5%

-12.4%

-13.1%

-15.2%

-20.8%

-24.7%

-28.8%

-29.5%

-38.0%

-58.7%

-60.6%

-78.8%

-90% -80% -70% -60% -50% -40% -30% -20% -10% 0% 10% 20%

Total

Non-store Retailers

Building Materials/Garden Equipt

Motor Vehicles & Parts

Food and Beverage

Health and Personal Care

General Merchandise

Miscellaneous Retailers

Gasoline Stations

Food Services & Drinking Places

Sporting Goods/Hobby/Music Stores

Furniture & Home Furnishing

Electronics and Appliances

Clothing & Accessories

U.S. Retail Store Sales - Percent Change March to April

Data Source:  U.S. Census Bureau and 



V. Health and Economic Data and Analysis
Dr. Jerry Parrish 
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Next “Relaunch Florida” Webinar

Register at 

www.FloridaChamber.com/Events

May 29, 2:00 p.m. EDT



Stay Engaged

1.Sign up to receive the Florida Chamber COVID-19 

Membership Update in your inbox EVERY morning.

2.Learn more by visiting 

FloridaChamber.com/Coronavirus



VI. Open Discussion and Q&A



Florida’s Economy: 

The Relaunch Begins

May 15, 2020


