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www.FloridaChamber.com/ProsperityInitiative 



Why the Florida Chamber Foundation is Leading the Effort 

• > 3,000,000 Floridians in poverty 
 

• 901,772 kids in poverty 
 

• 46% of Floridians can’t afford basic needs  
• (ALICE/United Way).  

 
 

Download this Presentation at www.FloridaChamber.com/MoreProsperity 



Florida 2030 Blueprint Goal 

Less than 10% of 
Florida children will 
live in poverty, and 
100% will have a 

pathway out. 

www.FloridaChamber.com/Florida-2030 



Keys To Success 

• Always putting the long-term ahead of the short-term.  
 

• Expect setbacks, naysayers and criticisms.  
 

• Remember that awareness really matters! 
 

• Private sector best practices are more efficient and effective than 
government solutions. 



Mandatory Spending as a Share of Total Revenues 

FY 2000 

Mandatory
share

Other

58% 

Mandatory Spending (Entitlements + Net Interest) 

FY 2018 

Mandatory
share

Other

85% 

FY 2029 

Mandatory
share

Other

97% 

Mandatory Spending 
• Social Security 
• Medicare 
• Debt Services 
• Other Entitlements 
 

Discretionary Spending 
• Military/Defense  
• Transportation 
 



10 Root Causes of Poverty 

• Job Opportunities 
• Education / Training 
• Housing 
• Transportation 
• Health 
• Food Security 
• Child & Family Care 
• Safety 
• Justice 
• Agency-Community Voice “Smart People, Stupid Systems” 



The Florida Chamber Foundation Fiscal Cliffs Report ($9/hr v.s. $25/hr) 

www.FloridaChamber.com/ProsperityReport 



www.FloridaChamber.com/PromisingPractices 



Hope Place Visit (Promising Practices Site Visit) 

www.FloridaChamber.com/PromisingPractices 



Number of Households in 
Poverty by Zip Code (983) 

Poverty is Concentrated: 
 

Households in Poverty     Zip Codes 
 10%   21 
 20%   52 
 30%    91 
 40%   138 
 50%   192 
 
 

“If you eliminated the poverty in just 21 of Florida’s 983 
populated zip codes, you would eliminate 10% of all of 
Florida’s poverty” 

www.FloridaChamber.com/ProsperityInitiative  



Florida 

Palm 
Beach 
County 

Poverty Rates and Reading Scores (Palm Beach County) 

www.TheFloridaScorecard.org 

Florida 

Palm 
Beach 
County 

https://www.flchamber.com/research/prosperity/


Palm Beach County  
Under-18 Poverty 

 
55,843 kids in Poverty 
 
20.3% of kids in Palm 
Beach County 

 
 

Top Number:  Zip Code 
Middle Number:  Number of kids in 
Poverty 
Bottom Number:  Under-18 Poverty 
Rate  



Florida’s 2018 3rd Grade Reading Scores 
 
 
 

County 2018 
St. Johns 78 
Nassau 76 
Baker 72 
Union 70 

County 2018 
Franklin, Hendry 44 

Gadsden, Putnam 40 
Jefferson, Hamilton 36 

DeSoto 29 

Florida’s Top Scores by County Florida’s Bottom Scores by County 

www.FloridaChamber.com/EarlyLearning 



Uniting Business for Florida’s Future 

Florida Chamber Foundation 2030 Blueprint Goal  

By 2030, 100% of Children are  
Ready for Kindergarten 

By 2030, 100% of Florida’s 3rd Graders 
Read At or Above Grade Level.  

 
FL Rate – 57% 

Owner of Goal 

www.childrensmovementflorida.org 

www.FloridaChamber.com/EarlyLearning 



Four Ways To Make a Difference 

1. Download this Presentation at www.FloridaChamber.com/MoreProsperity, 
and share at the office and at home. 
 

2. Learn about the Florida Chamber’s Prosperity’s Initiative at 
www.FloridaChamber.com/ProsperityInitiative.  
 

3. Provide promising practices and ideas for the Florida Prosperity Initiative. 
 

4. Contact Florida Prosperity Initiative’s Tracey Lowe at tlowe@flchamber.com. 
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