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May 29-30 in Miami



Agenda

I. Welcome | Dan Tapia, Manager, International Policy & Strategy, Florida Chamber of Commerce

II. Guest Speakers:

• Alice Ancona, Director, International Strategy & Policy, Florida Chamber of Commerce

• John Murphy, Senior Vice President, International Policy, US Chamber of Commerce

• Lenny Feldman, Partner, Sandler, Travis & Rosenberg P.A.

III. Audience Comments

IV. Adjourn
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FTAs 2011-2018 

$22B  +3%



Two way trade flows 2011-2018 (origin exports & imports)
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-$6.4B

- $3.5B O/Exports

- $1.7B Imports
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FDI     2011-2018 
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Outlook on Trade: 

USMCA, China, and Beyond 
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Outlook on Trade

1) U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agreement

2) U.S.-China Trade Negotiations

3) EU, Japan, India…
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NAFTA ► USMCA



Preserve U.S. Trade Ties to Canada and Mexico

 Supports 12 million American jobs

 Tops the next 11 largest markets for manufactures

 Accounts for one-third of all U.S. agricultural exports

 Services exports have tripled in 25 years

Strengthen North American Trade

 New rules on digital trade, intellectual property, etc.

USMCA: The Case for Approval



 USITC report issued on April 18 

 Draft SAA shared with Congress

 Draft implementing bill shared with Congress 

 “Mock markups” in the trade committees

 Implementing bill submitted to Congress

 Votes over the summer?

Toward Congressional Action 



 Steel/aluminum tariffs

 Mexican labor law reform

 Enforcement

 Drug pricing

 Tomatoes/produce

 NAFTA withdrawal?

USMCA: Issues of Contention



 USMCA Coalition: Chamber is secretariat

 Congressional, Communications, Grassroots

 Meetings with >300 members of Congress

 Coordination with White House, USTR, Hill champions

 All about the House… and “about 30 Democrats”

USMCA: What We’re Doing



U.S.-China 

Trade 

Negotiations



U.S.-China Trade Negotiations

 Broad agreement on diagnosis: Concerns 

about tech transfer, IP theft, subsidies, 

market access

 Broad opposition to tariffs as a remedy

25% tariff on $50 billion of imports in July, August

10% tariff on another $200 billion in September



Cost of the U.S.-China Trade War

IIF: $40 billion in U.S. exports lost due to retaliation 

(900 product categories collapse)

Hit to heartland: Soybean sales collapse; farm 

bankruptcies reach new high

Chamber: ICT losses alone will cost U.S. $1 trillion 

in GDP over 10 years



U.S.-China Trade Negotiations

 Forecast: No easy out

 Will tariffs be rolled back?

 How will the agreement be enforced?
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And on 
other 

fronts…



 Steel and aluminum tariffs

 Threat of tariffs on autos and auto parts

 Debate over including agriculture

in negotiations

The EU



 U.S. agriculture losing ground in Japan post-TPP

 First stage: Give U.S. farmers TPP-like access to Japan 

in exchange for ending tariffs and tariff threats?

 U.S. industry wants a comprehensive agreement, 

not just a “Trade Agreement in Goods”

Japan



 Vast potential, but mounting barriers to U.S. exports

 Elections underway

 GSP terminated by May 5

 Section 301 investigation, tariffs?

India



Outlook on Trade: 

USMCA, China, and Beyond 

John Murphy

Senior Vice President for International Policy

U.S. Chamber of Commerce
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Disclaimer

• All materials contained in this presentation are protected by United States copyright law

and may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, displayed, published or broadcast

without the prior written approval of Sandler, Travis & Rosenberg, P.A. You may not alter

or remove any trademark, copyright or other notice from copies of the content. The

materials contained in this presentation are provided for informational use only and

should not be considered legal advice. The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision

that should not be based solely on presentation materials. Please contact us and we will

send you free written information about our qualifications and experience.

© 2018 Sandler, Travis & Rosenberg, P.A. |  www.strtrade.com  |  All rights reserved. 34



About Lenny Feldman

• Lenny Feldman serves on Sandler, Travis & Rosenberg, P.A.’s Operating

Committee. Lenny served as a senior attorney at the Office of Regulations

and Rulings, CBP, from 1991-2000. In this capacity he was responsible for

issuing hundreds of decisions and training CBP officials regarding customs

laws and regulations. Today Lenny serves as counsel to numerous corporate

officials on global compliance and enforcement issues and is Co-Chair of the

twenty (20) members appointed nationally to serve on the 15th Commercial

Customs Operations Advisory Committee (COAC), offering strategic direction

to CBP, DHS and Treasury executives.

© 2018 Sandler, Travis & Rosenberg, P.A. |  www.strtrade.com  |  All rights reserved. 35



Executive Order 13785 – March 31, 2017
Establishing Enhanced Collection and Enforcement of Antidumping and Countervailing Duties and 
Violations of Trade Laws

• Appropriate bonding requirements based on risk assessments

• Security for AD/CV through bonds and other legal measures and identify other enforcement measures

• Combat violations including methods other than seizure of inadmissible merchandise through any mode of 
transportation

• Share with IPR rights holders any information necessary to determine IPR infringement or violation 

• Recommend prosecution practices and resources for prosecutors against significant trade offenses

© 2017 Sandler, Travis & Rosenberg, P.A. & Sandler & Travis  |  www.strtrade.com | 
www.sttas.com  |  All rights reserved. 36

1. Trade Enforcement & Regulatory Reform are in Play



Executive Order 13771 – January 30, 2017

Reducing Regulation and Controlling Regulatory Costs
• Whenever an executive department or agency publicly proposes for notice and 

comment or otherwise promulgates a new regulation, it shall identify at least 
two existing regulations to be repealed.

• The total incremental cost for all new regulations, including repealed regulations, 
to be finalized this year shall be no greater than zero, unless otherwise required 
by law or consistent with advice provided by the Director, OMB.

• Any new incremental costs associated with new regulations shall be offset by the 
elimination of existing costs associated with at least two prior regulations.

© 2017 Sandler, Travis & Rosenberg, P.A. & Sandler & Travis  |  www.strtrade.com | 
www.sttas.com  |  All rights reserved. 37



2. We’re In the Midst of an Unprecedented Trade War & Realignment 

© 2018 Sandler, Travis & Rosenberg, P.A. |  www.strtrade.com  |  All rights reserved. 38

Section 201 Section 232 Section 301

Feb. 2018 – Feb. 2021 Mar. 2018; June 2018 -MX, CA, 
EU

July, Aug, Sept 2018

Washing Machines/Parts; 
Solar Cells/Modules

Steel & Aluminum; 
May 2018 *Investigation –

Autos & Auto Parts

Designated Products:
1.) 818 goods ($34B) 84, 85, 87, 

88, 90, 
2.) 279 goods ($16B) 84, 85, 87, 
90, 27, 34, 38, 39, 70, 73, 76, 89

3.) $200B throughout tariff

Global; MX Exception 
(Washers) & GSP (Less than 

3% Exports)

Global; AR, AU, BR, KR 
Exception (Steel); AR, AU 

Exception (Aluminum)

China

16 to 50% 10% Aluminum; 25% Steel 
(TU 2X)

25% (List 1, 2); 10% (List 3)

Exclusion Exclusion Exclusion List 1, 2; 
Pending List 3

None EU, MX, CA IN, TU, RU China: July - 545 goods ($34B)
Aug – 333 goods ($16B)

Sept – 5207 goods ($60B)



© 2018 Sandler, Travis & Rosenberg, P.A. |  www.strtrade.com | All rights reserved. 39
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Trade War Checklist

• Exclusion Requests

• Tariff Engineering

• Operational Engineering

• Valuation

• Bonded Facilities

• Drawback

• Section 321 De Minimis

41



U.S. Free Trade 
Agreements

• US-Mexico-Canada Agreement

• US-Japan Trade Negotiations

• US-EU Trade Negotiations

• US-UK Trade Negotiations

© 2018 Sandler, Travis & Rosenberg, P.A. |  www.strtrade.com | All rights reserved. 42



3. New Laws Mean New Priorities & New Approaches

© 2017 Sandler, Travis & Rosenberg, P.A. & Sandler & Travis  |  www.strtrade.com | 
www.sttas.com  |  All rights reserved. 43

1. §101 Partnership 
Programs

2. §108 Mutual 
Recognition

3. §901 De Minimis

4. §904 Chapter 98 
Returns

1. §114 Criteria for IOR Numbers

2. §115 New/Adjusted Import Bond Amounts

3. §116 Broker Vetting IORs

4. §117 Priority Trade Issues (Revenue, IPR, 
Agriculture, Import Safety, Textiles, FTAs)

5. §302, 303, 305 IPR Owner Info Access, 
National Coordination Center

6. §411, 421 Antidumping/Countervailing 
Duties (EAPA)

7. §910 Forced Labor

1. §104, 105 Seminars, 
Education, Outreach

2. §110 Centers of 
Excellence & Expertise

3. §201 Import Safety 
Working Group

Facilitation Facilitation & 
Enforcement

Enforcement

Trade Facilitation & Trade Enforcement Act



Priority Trade Issues – TFTEA §117

• Agriculture programs

• Antidumping and countervailing duties

• Import safety

• Intellectual property rights

• Revenue

• Textiles and wearing apparel

• Trade agreements and preference programs 

The Commissioner can modify this list.  The focus on revenue 
collection should alert all importers of an emphasis on high 
risk areas that can cause significant revenue loss.

© 2017 Sandler, Travis & Rosenberg, P.A. & Sandler & Travis  |  www.strtrade.com | 
www.sttas.com  |  All rights reserved. 44
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21st Century Framework

• Emerging Roles in the Global Supply Chain

• Intelligent Enforcement

• Cutting Edge Technology

• Data Access and Sharing

• 21st Century Trade Processes

• Self-funded Customs Infrastructure

4. A New Trade Paradigm Lies Ahead



Ecommerce by-the-numbers

• Worldwide e-commerce sales 
expected to reach over $4 trillion by 
2020

• E-commerce retail sales estimated 
to reach 14.6 % of total overall 
world retail in 2020

• Global  cross-border sales*
- $300b GMV in 2015
- $900b GMV in 2020

DHL “The 21st Century Spice Trade”
http://www.dhl.com/content/dam/Campaigns/Express_Ca
mpaigns/Local_Campaigns/apem/express_campaign_spice
_trade_apem_en.pdf

•
© 2017 Sandler, Travis & Rosenberg, P.A. & Sandler & Travis  |  www.strtrade.com | 
www.sttas.com  |  All rights reserved. 47
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De Minimis Exemption
• De Minimis exemption:

• Increased from $200 to $800 for the amount of goods an individual may import each day 
duty free. §901

• Congressional findings: 

• Modernizing international customs is critical for U.S. businesses of all sizes, consumers in 
the U.S., and economic growth of the U.S

• Higher thresholds for value of articles that may be entered informally and free of duty 
provide significant economic benefits to businesses and consumers in the U.S. and the 
economy of the U.S. through costs savings and reductions in trade transaction costs

• Sense of Congress:

• USTR  should encourage other countries to establish commercially meaningful de 
minimis values for express and postal shipments that are exempt from customs duties 
and taxes and from certain entry documentation requirements, as appropriate

Significant improvement for de minimis users. Could enhance e-commerce trade.  
Encourages other countries to establish commercially meaningful de minimis values.

© 2017 Sandler, Travis & Rosenberg, P.A. & Sandler & Travis  |  www.strtrade.com | 
www.sttas.com  |  All rights reserved. 48
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• Trade Programs & FTAs

• Multi-Modal Access

• Hemispheric “E-Market”

• Transit & Warehousing Hub

5. Florida is Poised to Capitalize on this Trade Transformation



North American Free 

Trade 

Agreement (“NAFTA”)

Caribbean Basin Economic 

Recovery Act (“CBERA”) 

& Caribbean Basin Trade 

Preferences Act “CBTPA”)

US- DR- Central 

American Free Trade 

Agreement (“CAFTA”)

US-Panama Trade Promotion 

Agreement (“PATPA”)

US-Chile Free Trade 

Agreement (“US-CFTA”)

US-Peru Free Trade 

Agreement

US-Colombia Trade 

Promotion Agreement

Generalized System of 

Preferences (“GSP”)

Trade Programs - West



African Growth and 

Opportunity 

Act (“AGOA”)

US-Morocco Free 

Trade Agreement

US-Jordan Free 

Trade Agreement 

(“JFTA”)

US-Israel Free Trade 

Agreement (“USIFTA”) 

and QIZs

US-Bahrain Free 

Trade Agreement

US-Oman Free 

Trade Agreement

US- Singapore Free 

Trade Agreement

US-Australia Free 

Trade Agreement

US-Korea Free 

Trade Agreement

Trade Programs - East



Questions? 
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Questions?



Upcoming 

Events
• May 22-23 | Florida Business Leaders’ Summit on Prosperity and Economic Opportunity- West 

Palm Beach

• May 29-30 | Florida International Trade & Investment Conference (FITIC)- Miami

• June 18,2019 | Learners to Earners Workforce Summit-Orlando

• August 13, 2019 | Military, Defense & Veterans –Jacksonville

• October 28, 2019 |Future of Florida Forum-Orlando 



CONTACT US

Get in touch

Office: 201 Alhambra Circle

Coral Gables, FL 33134

Email: international@flchamber.com

(850) 521-1210

In Person

By Email

By Phone

Online

www.flchamber.com

Miami International Trade & Investment Office

Alice Ancona | Director, International Strategy & 

Policy

Dan Tapia | Manager, International Strategy & Policy

http://www.flchamber.com/

