
One Community One Goal 

Mark Wilson, President, Florida Chamber of Commerce 

Advancing Economic Opportunity for All 



 
Is A Single Parent In  

Florida Better Off Making  
$18,000 or $50,000? 

*$9 per hour vs. $25 per hour 
 



 

A Moral Problem? 
OR 

An Economic Problem? 

Generational Poverty 



www.FloridaChamber.com/BeaconCouncil 

“It’s been my experience that 100 percent of 
the time when business leaders are exposed 

to the data, that 100 percent of the time they 
step forward and say ‘I didn’t know that, 

what can I do to help?’ ” 



America’s Entitlement Crisis Won’t Fix Itself: 
Mandatory Spending as a Share of Total Federal Revenues 

Mandatory Spending (Entitlements + Net Interest) 

FY 2017 

Mandatory share

Other

84% 

FY 2000 

Mandatory share

Other

58% 

Source: CBO Baseline (April 2018) 

FY 2028 

Mandatory share

Other

99% 



Florida Chamber Foundation “Fiscal Cliffs” Analysis 



Federal Reserve Bank Leaders  



Let’s Blame the 1%ers 
 

Did You Know? 
$32,400 



10 Root Causes 

1,472 Florida Zip Codes / 983 
 
  
 

Job Opportunities 
Education / Training 

Housing 
Transportation 

Health 
Food Security 

Child & Family Care 
Safety 
Justice 

Agency-Community Voice 
Smart People / Stupid Systems 



Poverty in Miami-Dade County 

1 in 7 
Floridians live 
in poverty 

 
Nearly 25% 

of kids under 
18 live in 
poverty in 
Miami-Dade 
County 

www.TheFloridaScorecard.org 



Number of Households in 
Poverty by Zip Code 

Poverty is Concentrated: 
 

Households in Poverty     Zip Codes 
 10%   21 
 20%   52 
 30%    91 
 40%   138 
 50%   192 
 
 



Data Source:  2016 American Community Survey, 
  U.S. Census Bureau 

Leon County 
 
Top Number:   Zip Code 
 
Bottom Number:  Number 
of households below 
poverty level 
 
Florida:  1.1 million 
households below poverty 
level - 15.1% of households 
 
At 9,131 – zip code 32304 
is top zip code for 
households in poverty in 
Florida 



Miami-Dade 
County 

Zip Code 33142 has  
2nd-Highest number of 

Households in Poverty in 
Florida with 7,194 

Households. 
 

33125 is #3.   
33012 is #4.   
33010 is #5.  

Number of Households 
in Poverty by Zip Code 
 

Data Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2016 



In 2017, 5,209 public high 
school kids did not graduate 
with their cohort in Miami-
Dade County. 
 

Top number:  Number of kids who did 
not  graduate with cohort 
 
Bottom number:  Percent of cohort who 
did  not graduate 

Data Source:  Florida Department of Education 



3rd Grade Reading Scores 

Florida Miami-Dade County 

www.TheFloridaScorecard.org 



Miami-Dade 
3rd Grade 
Reading 
Scores – 

Average for 
zip code of 

school 
 

• Public schools 
(includes charters) 

 

Data Source:  Florida Department of Education 



New Voters By County (Florida v. Miami-Dade County) 

•    NPA 44% 
• Republican 29% 
• Democrat 27% 

 

Democratic 
NPA/Other 
Republican 

 

Miami-Dade County 
Since Last Election  

Statewide Since Last Election 
 

30% 

53% 

17% 
DEM

NPA

REP



mwilson@flchamber.com 
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