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“Florida is changing. Our economics, our 
demographics and our politics are all changing 
and these changes are both opportunities and 
challenges.” – Mark Wilson 

“Our mission is to lead Florida to a new and sustainable economy.” 



Solutions 
(Research) 

 

 
 
 
 

Actions (Lobbying 
& Grassroots) 

Leadership 
(Elections) 

Unifying The Business Community 



The Framework For Florida’s Future 



Workers’ Comp 

Sen. Keith Perry Debbie Harvey Steve Knopik 

http://www.flchamber.com/advocacy/issues/workers-compensation/ 



Assignment of Benefits (AOB) 

http://www.fightfraud.today 



AOB Fraud - What’s Being Reported… 



Bad Faith Reform 

• 46th 
• $3,400 

 



Does Florida’s Legislature Exist To Enrich Plaintiff Attorneys Or To 
Serve The Sunshine State’s Voters? 





Florida is Fragile…Policy and Elections Matter 

• 132 @ 100% 
 
• 14 Legislators Earned An “A” 

 
• 37 Legislators Earned An “F” 

 
• $100 Million 



Tale Of Two Florida’s 

• On One Hand, Florida Creates 1 in 10 New Jobs in the U.S. 
 
• On The Other Hand, 3.1 Million Residents Living In Poverty 
 
• Two Florida’s – One Future: Is Florida Ready For 2030? 



“Florida is changing. Our economics, our 
demographics and our POLITICS are all changing 
and these changes are both opportunities and 
challenges.” – Mark Wilson 



35% 

37% 

27% 

Republican
4,638,347

Democrat
4,939,894

NPA/OTH
3,511,088

3,474,119 

4,806,071 

4,540,034 

Registered  Voters (September 2017) 
Statewide 



Politics Are Changing: Voter Registration 

1995 

49.5% 
Democrats 

3,245,518 

8.6% 
Others 

567,006 

41.9% 
Republicans 
2,747,074 Ds over Rs 

498,444 
 

6,559,598 

27.0% 
Others 

3,474,119 
37.5% 

Democrats 
4,806,071 

35.4% 
Republicans 
4,540,034 

2017 

Ds over Rs 
266,037 

 

12,820,224 

2006 3,935,675 
Republicans 

4,219,531 
Democrats 

2,278,643 
Others 

10,433,849 
Total 



How Trump Won Florida: By County (9 Clinton – 58 Trump) 



Scott Era: New Voters 

Map Shaded by  
Total Voters/New Voters 
 



Scott Era: New Voters 50+ Since November 2010 

Map Shaded by New Total Voters 
/Voters Over 50 



September New Voters By County 

Republican 
Democratic 
NPA/Other 
 

Year-to-date 
 

• NPA 42% 
• Republican 29% 
• Democrat 27 % 

 



Floridians Are Changing The Way They Vote 



Voting Method: Why It Matters 



Right Direction vs. Wrong Track 



“Florida is changing. Our ECONOMICS, our 
demographics and our politics are all changing 
and these changes are both opportunities and 
challenges.” – Mark Wilson 



•Florida’s Economy $955.6 Billion 
GDP  (16th / $1T by 2019) 

 
•20.61 Million Residents (3rd / +5.4M 
by 2030 / +1000/day) 

 
•112.3 Million Visitors in 2016 
 

•Florida creates around 1 out of 
every 10 jobs in the U.S. 

 
•3.8% Unemployment Rate 

You Can’t Manage What You Don’t Measure: www.TheFloridaScorecard.com 
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April 2016 
305,400 

September 2017 
62,400 

Year-over-Year Jobs – 2008 to Current (thousands) 

March 2009  
– 549,500 

Florida: 
298,200 in 2015 
244,400 in 2016 
64,400 in 2017 (Oct. 2016 - Sept 
2017) 
Forecast 190,000 



March 2009  
– 549,500 

Year-over-Year Jobs – 2008 to Current (thousands) 



Economics: Income Migration 

Florida Pinellas 



Economics: Income Diversification 



Another Tale Of Two Florida’s 



“Florida is changing. Our economics, our 
DEMOGRAPHICS and our politics are all 
changing and these changes are both 
opportunities and challenges.” – Mark Wilson 



Population Changes by Age Group 2016-30 
 



Florida’s next 5.4 million People 
 
Top Number:  Population Increase 
Bottom Number:  Percentage Increase 
 
Top 8 Counties Expected to account for 56.9% of 
Population Increase: 
 
1. Miami-Dade  Pinellas = +35,000 
2. Orange 
3. Hillsborough 
4. Broward 
5. Palm Beach 
6. Lee 
7. Duval 
8. Osceola 
 



• Early Learning 
 

• K-12 
 

• Higher Education 
 

• Workforce Training  



Improving Education For A Better Workforce 

• Reading scores up from 54% in 2016. 
 
 

 
• Math scores up from 61% in 2016 

• Reading scores up from 53% in 2016. 
 
 

 
• Math scores the same as 2016 at 60% 

Florida 

Pinellas 



Talent Supply and Education 



Talent Supply and Education 



• Florida’s Economic Portfolio 
 

• Innovation Economy 
 

• Entrepreneurism 
 

• Capital & Investments 
 

• Global Trade 
 

 



Creating Jobs By Diversifying Florida’s Economy 



Innovation and Economic Development 



• Planning and Development 
 
• Transportation and Logistics 

 
• Water 

 
• Energy 

 
• Communications 

 
• Waste Management 

 
• Environmental Issues 

 
• Risk Preparedness & Mitigation 



Preparing Florida’s Infrastructure For Smart Growth 

• 20% More Water 
 

• 5 Million More Drivers 
 

• 50 Million More Visitors 
 

• 5.4 Million More Residents 
 

• Autonomous/Drones 



• Taxes 
 

• Regulation 
 
• Legal Reform 

 
• Permitting 

 
• Property Rights 
 
• Workplace & Employment Issues 

 
• Insurance 
 



Making Florida’s Business Climate More Competitive 

• Workers comp 
 
• Biz Rent Tax 



• Florida’s Budget 
• Government Systems 
• Federal Issues 
• Local Government Issues 
• Regional Stewardship 
• Public/Private Partnerships 
• Ethics & Elections 
• Florida’s Constitution 
• Civic Infrastructure 
 



Making Government More Efficient 

• 412/67/34 
 

• 67 Counties 
 

• $84.9 Billion State Budget 
 

 



Civic and Governance Systems 



• Health & Wellness  
• Retirement & Lifelong Engagement 
• Safety & Security 
• Housing & Livability 
• Families & Children 
• Retirement & Lifelong Engagement 
• Economic Opportunity & Prosperity 
• Sense of Place & Community 
• Opposing Gambling Expansion  

 



Championing Florida’s Quality of Life 

• Healthcare is 1/6 of our Economy 
 

• Medicaid was 33.6% of the budget 
 

• Education was 29.3% of the budget 
 

 

www.flchamber.com/event_post/less-poverty-through-more-prosperity-summit/ 



Championing Florida’s Quality of Life 



MWilson@flchamber.com 
www.FloridaChamber.com/INCON 
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