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Florida’s water erisis.
An open letter to the Florida Chamber of Commerce:

Business leaders of Florida,

Glad you noticed. We've been +al|<in3 about water for Years.

Nt's great that you're talking about water. You got together in

Tallahassee on Wednesday to discuss the future water needs of

1,000 people a day who are moving to Florida.

will
It w&'t be easy to accommodate the 6 million new Floridians

expected by 2030., if we follow water science, not political science.

Our water is in distress right now. Consider:
This wouldn’+ have happened had
politicians £ ixed the problem sooner.
e State officials issued 13 avoid-water advisories fo
For example g +the Indian River
Lagom\ portion of CERP shoud

have been completed 10 years ago.

beaches and rivers earlier this month.

e Algae is blooming in the waters of Florida Bay.

e Billions of gallons of polluted freshwater from Lake
Okeechobee are being dumped in the St. Lucie and

Caloosahatchee estuaries, where toxic algae made Just as the

stience shows,
international headlines last year.
septic 535+cm5
e Sewage leaks recently fouled the northern Indian River

are pollutin q

Lagoon. water ways.

All of this, just in time for peak tourist season.

Plotjing polities with F lorida water is bad

tess. You get that. , right? The Florida Charoer has
issued 5 educational water
i highlighting the
But Floridians need Florida Chamber leaders to be more hone videos ignlignTing ;
seience. See what legcn ary

about the solutions. environmental arusader Nat

Reed said on our video
doout Indian River Lagoowx.
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reservoir when Senate President Joe Negron, R-Stuart, worked to : h
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Joined by Rep. G'atjlc

Harell y Rep. Thad Altman )
Rep. Larrlj Lee , Rep.
On Wednesday, your president and CEO Mark Wilson stood in a Qandﬂ Fine and Sen.

conference room in Tallahassee and preached the importance of Debboie VYIQSFicld.

heeding "water science, not political science."

wildly exaggerated tlie

size of a proposed reservoir in the Everglades Agricultural Area,

Someone shoud PolitiF aat
your math At 30,000+
acres, LittHe Lake O wil
be the & largcs‘f' laKe.

That sounded reasonable — until Wilso

calling it "a second Lake Okeechobee." The Chamber also debuted

a "research video" Wednesday that included a fishg{ma _ _
Well=Known oro anglcr

Clewiston disparaging the reservoir as "not a good solution"

(without citing science to back up his claims). T hink you Forgoi' about Drew
Bartett Dcpu'f'S Seeretary
from DEP, and D0u3 Swmith
and Deborah Drum €rom Martin
County government, and Ernie

Barnet+ , Former SF wmD
glades reservoir would be somewhere between exeeutive who now leads Fhe

is more than 467,000 acres. It's huge.

You can see it from outer space.

16,000 to 32,000 acres. A the high end, that's 7 percent of the Florida Land Council

size of Lake Okeechobee.
T hankK You for maKir\S my poir\‘f'. LitHe

Ke O wil be the 6™ | + Florida laKe.
Not even close to "a second Lake Okeechobee." Lake Wil Be c arges orida lase

Wilson also said Wednesday the reservoir would "fill up" when we
get too much rain. But the intent is to link it with water-treatment
areas that would cleanse the water before moving it south to the

Everglades.

Wilson's exaggeration should not be dismissed.

As you probably know, the Florida Chamber opposed this same
Did you douole eheeK your

meworK? The Florida
Chamber didn’t oppose the
Final amended SB 10.

get it approved last year in Senate Bill 10.

The Florida Chamber's opposition stung on the Treasure Coast —
because so many of our businesses have been hurt by toxic algae

and other impacts of the discharges.

The Everglades reservoir is the best chance we have at diverting a
portion of the Lake Okeechobee discharges away from the St.
Lucie and Caloosahatchee estuaries. It's not a new idea: It was
called for in the Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan,

which was authorized by Congress 17 years ago.



Since the Florida Legislature approved the Evergladet
and Gov. Rick Scott signed off on it in May, the South Florida
Water Management District has been working at a respectable

pace to plan it.

The Army Corps of Engineers is cooperating on the $1.6 billion

project, too.

Lit+He Lake O

Thanks +o Sen. Bradlcﬂ’s
imprchd SB 1o , we didn’+

oppose the construetion

+o LitHe Lake O.

The pieces are falling into place, 4a1-,9=t—w‘e—ﬁeeel—Ia1:1s-l-|='ress—+ei:re+e.~|=siS

—suppertte-keepitontrack—

Instead of helping in that regard, the Florida Chamber focused its
Wednesday news conference on the need for septic-to-sewer

conversions and water storage north of Lake Okeechobee. This

isn't an either-or proposition:

“People who don’t want to focus on water science are making

lorida needs all of the above.

YCS) Florida a less desirable place to be,” Wilson said Wednesday.

we said

that That's exactly right. So why isn't the Florida Chamber supporting

And lousiness leaders at the
Florida Chamber are raising
awareness of additional water
needs so Litte Lake O
doesn’t become a diversion

from other water needs.

too.
o0 more than 200 Everglades scientists who have backed plans for

more water storage, treatment and conveyance south of Lake

Okeechobee?

The Florida Chamber represents diverse interests across

anufacturers to

U.S. Sugar Corp., which owns large swaths of land

south of Lake Okeechobee.

essential

Clean water and a thriving business climate are crxal to the

future of Florida. That’s whﬂ Following the

science is so important.

Please, help us with both.

> ThanKs for maKiug my
point. “This isn’+ an
“either—or—proposition.”
Both are important.

DYK: Environmentalists el
us that water lcavir\g sugar
propcr+5 is ae'l'uollﬂ cleaner

+han when i+ arrives?

Said diFPcrcr\'Hﬂ: How 3rca+
is it that business leaders are
inVcs‘HnS in educational videos
and unanimously support an
agcnda that puts Florida’s
water future ahead of
short=term polities.

Evg Samples is opinion and audience engagement editor for Treasure Coast Newspapers. Contact
rat 772-221-4217 or eve.samples@tcpalm.com. Follow her on Twitter @EveSamples.

Visit www.FloridaChambercom/Water\ideos and helo me raise awareness,



